
A strong intellectual freedom perspective is critical to the development of academic library collections and
services that dispassionately meet the education and research needs of a college or university community. The
purpose of this statement is to provide an interpretation of general intellectual freedom principles in an aca-
demic library setting and, in the process, raise consciousness of the intellectual freedom context within which
academic librarians work. These principles should be reflected in all relevant library policy documents.

Association of College & Research Libraries

�����������������������	��
�����������	
��
����

The general principles set forth in the Library Bill of Rights form an indispensable framework
for building collections, services, and policies that serve the entire academic community.

The privacy of library users is and must be inviolable. Policies should be in place that
  maintain confidentiality of library borrowing records and of other information relating to

personal use of library information and services.

The development of library collections in support of an institution’s instruction and research
 programs should transcend the personal values of the selector. In the interests of research and

learning, it is essential that collections contain materials representing a variety of perspectives on
subjects that may be considered controversial.

Preservation and replacement efforts should ensure that balance in library materials is
maintained and that controversial materials are not removed from the collections through

theft, loss, mutilation, or normal wear and tear. There should be alertness to efforts by special
interest groups to bias a collection through systematic theft or mutilation.
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