
                           
 

             
 

	
	
January	8,	2020	
	 
President	Donald	J.	Trump	
The	White	House		
1600	Pennsylvania	Ave,	NW	
Washington,	DC	20500	
	
 
Dear	President	Trump, 
	 
On	behalf	of	



cost-effective	access	to	articles	reporting	on	the	results	of	the	research	funded	by	
taxpayers.	These	policies	provide	a	rich	and	growing	resource	to	tap	into,	so	that	
new	connections	can	be	drawn	by	any	interested	entrepreneur,	business	owner,	
teacher,	student,	or	citizen,	who	would	otherwise	face	significant	barriers	to	access	
this	crucial	information.	Additionally,	these	policies	improve	transparency	and	
accountability	in	government	spending	by	requiring	that	the	results	of	publicly	
funded	science	be	openly	shared. 
	 
Perhaps	most	importantly,	U.S.	taxpayers	directly	fund	this	research	and	they	have	a	
right	to	expect	that	they	will	have	access	to	its	results.	They	also	have	a	right	to	
expect	that	the	distribution	and	use	of	these	results	will	be	maximized	to	increase	
their	return	on	their	research	investments.	We	encourage	you	and	your	
administration	to	support	a	policy	that	makes	this	access	a	reality	for	all	taxpayers.	 
	 
As	other	nations	around	the	world	increasingly	adopt	immediate	Open	Access	
policies,	the	U.S.	risks	being	left	behind.		Last	year,	more	than	a	dozen	national	
research	funders	across	Europe	introduced	“Plan	S,”	a	policy	making	all	their	funded	
scientific	works	freely	available	as	soon	as	they	are	published,	citing	their	fiduciary	
responsibility	as	funders	to	provide	a	strong,	functional	science	system	to	the	
taxpayers	who	fund	it.	Support	for	Open	Access	has	also	grown	among	private	
research	funders,	with	foundations	–	including	the	Bill	and	Melinda	Gates	
Foundation	-	requiring	immediate	open	access	to	articles	and	data.	 
	 
We	are	committed	to	working	with	you,	federal	agencies,	and	other	important	
stakeholders	in	the	research	environment,	to	ensure	that	the	public’s	investment	in	
research	is	maximized	to	the	fullest	extent.	Specifically,	we	request	that	the	
Administration	issue	a	policy	eliminating	the	current	12-month	embargo	on	articles	
access,	and	ensure	that	articles	and	supporting	data	resulting	from	taxpayer	funded	
research	be	made	immediately	available	under	terms	and	conditions	that	allow	their	
full	reuse.		 
	 
Respectfully,	
	
The	American	Library	Association	
The	Association	of	College	and	Research	Libraries		
The	Association	of	Research	Libraries	



	


