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From the Vice Chair/Chair Elect, 
Barbara MacAlpine

     It’s traditional in the Spring Signal for the Vice-
Chair to extol the virtues of the just-past ALA 
Midwinter meeting and encourage folks to keep on 
trucking toward ALA Annual in June.  Unfortunately 
I had to miss the Seattle Spectacular, though I heard 
from plenty of folks that it was a great meeting.  My 
point?  Not just True Confessions that I was remiss in 
my duties, but there’s a message here:  you can still 
stay connected and involved with STS even when 
attendance at conferences is not always possible.  
One good avenue is our STS-L listserv, which has 
occasional news, excellent sharing of questions and 
answers from our members, and not so much traffic 
that your inbox groans under the weight of multi-
messages.  If you haven’t joined STS-L, this would 
be a fine time to go to http://www.ala.org/sts, click 
on STS-L under Publications, and hop on board.

     Another excellent way to be involved with STS 
is to join a committee.  In the past few months it has 
been most gratifying to see so many people step up 
and offer to help our section, and I’ve been especially 
pleased with the number of newer STS members 
who want to be involved.    By the time this Signal is 
published, I will have completed committee appoint-
ments for 2007-2008.  However, next year is just 
around the corner.  If you’re thinking about testing the 
waters, or serving on a different committee, consider 
attending the STS All Committees Meeting that will 
be held at ALA Annual in Washington D.C. in June.  
Almost all committees have open meetings, and visi-
tors are very definitely welcome.  Virtual membership 
is also a possibility in some cases and can be request-
ed if you don’t attend conferences on a regular basis.   

     I hope to see many of you in Washington or hear 
from you in whatever way you’d like to communicate. 
 
Barbara MacAlpine, Science Librarian
Trinity University
bmacalpi@trinity.edu | Phone:  210-999-7343



               NEWS FROM SEATTLE    


Membership & Recruitment Committee

 At ALA Midwinter, we went through initial 
planning for organizing the New Members Orienta-
tion and Reception at Annual 2007 in Washington.  
As for the format of the program, it was agreed upon 
to follow the old format with a layout of small round 
tables to facilitate informal discussion and network-
ing between new attendees and STS officers, along 
with light refreshments and door prizes. The commit-
tee members also suggested that maybe one or two 
of the attending STS officers or Council members 
could speak about the association, share their past 
experiences, and answer any questions raised by new 
attendees.  

     The committee continued its work on various 
other activities such as outreach to library professors 
of sci-tech reference courses and library school stu-
dents. The committee members expressed a need to 
contact Science & Technology librarians that are not 
a part of ACRL and also to contact STS liaisons to 
SLA or ASEE to boost up the ACRL/STS member-
ship. Between the Annual 2006 and Midwinter 2007 
meeting, a group of committee members worked 
on designing the new STS brochure that was based 
on a standard template designed by ACRL for all 
the sections. The final edits have been submitted to 
ACRL and brochures may be available for distribu-
tion at the ACRL conference in March in Baltimore. 

Submitted by Kavita Mundle and Peter John Larsen

Organization and Planning Committee
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Committee. A web-based survey (utilizing Survey-
Monkey) is being conducted to solicit input from 
STS members on the revised draft, prior to a second 
revision cycle. The Committee intends to present their 
recommendations – and a formal draft of the Strategic 
Plan - to STS Council at Annual 2007.  The Commit-
tee provided substantial input on the ACRL Planning 
Horizon draft, and this information was submitted to 
STS Executive Committee to include in the feedback 
STS provides to ACRL. 
 

Submitted by Lori Critz

Government Information Committee

     Midwinter Highlights: Under old business, the 
committee discussed the ACRL Environmental Plan, 
advocacy initiatives for the committee, the "Top 
100" update, and virtual meetings.  No conclusions 
were made about the ACRL Environmental Plan, 
but the committee felt that it would make a good 
topic to explore during a virtual meeting.  Amy 
Prendergast will explore the available opportunities 
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ON THE SOAPBOX

Q:  What emerging technology are you using at 
work, in library instruction, or at the reference desk?

Paul St-Pierre at Tulane said, “Right now I’m really 
excited about the convergence between OpenURL 
link resolvers and bibliographic management
software. We have SFX and RefWorks here, and au-
tomatically linking to full-text from your RefWorks 
database is awesome.  Add email alerts from databases 
and e-journals to that, and you’ve got tremendous 
power to streamline information management."
 
Nestor Osorio from Northern Illinois University 
created a wiki to write a collaborative collection 
development grant proposal. Under the auspices 
of CARLI (Consortium of Academic and Research 
Libraries in Illinois) grants for building the strength 
of collections in specific areas are made available 
on an annual basis. The group worked on a proposal 
for purchasing materials related to the “Scientific, 
Technological and Managerial Aspects of Disasters 
Prevention and Intervention.”  For more informa-
tion on how the wiki worked for this project, contact 
Nestor (nosorio@niu.edu).

Instructional technology Beth Roberts is using at 
Pennsylvania State University includes InterWrite 
SchoolPad and the Student Response System made 
by Turning Point technologies.  Beth writes, “We use 
them to encourage interactivity and active learning in 
the classroom. With Interwrite SchoolPad students 
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Coming Attractions:
Annual 2007

Hot Topic: Web Tools for Library Assessment 
Focus on SurveyMonkey
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Day/Date/Time   Committee

Friday, June 22 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  ACRL New Leader Orientation 
   (chair, vice-chair & new vice-chair)

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.           ACRL Leadership Council 
   (chair, vice-chair & new vice chair)

4:30 - 5:30 p.m.           ACRL Sections Council (chair, vice-chair)

6:00 - 7:15 p.m.         STS Welcome Event
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.         STS Council I

Saturday, June 23  
8:00 - 10:00 a.m.       New Members Orientation & Welcome
10:30 - noon        All STS Committees Meetings
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.       New & Continuing Chairs Orientation
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.       2007 Program Planning Meeting
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.       Liaisons Task Force Meeting

  
 

Day/Date/Time   Committee  

Sunday, June 24
8:00 - 10:00 a.m.      All STS Breakfast & Meeting 
10:30 - noon.      Hot Topics Discussion Group
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.        College Sci. Librarians Discussion Grp.
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.      Research Forum 
6:30 p.m. -                STS Dinner (reservations required) 

Monday, June 25 
8:30 - 11:00 a.m.     STS 2007 Conference Program
11:00 a.m. - noon     STS Poster Session & Reception
1:30 - 5:30 p.m.      ACRL President's Program  
7:30  - 9:30 p.m.     STS Council II

Tuesday June 26
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.      STS Field Trip to NOAA
    (reservations required)

EDITOR'S NOTE: some times are tentative as of press time; check the ALA 

conference website and/or the STS website for confirmed times and locations.

SCHEDULE

ACRL  Science & Technology Section * 2007 Annual Meeting * Washington, D.C.

“A Watershed Moment: Preserving & Improving Access to 
Water Quality Data” by Marianne Bracke and Michael 
Witt, Purdue University

“Selecting a Digital Asset Management Program for a 
Medical School Department” by Margaret Henderson, 
Virginia Commonwealth University

Submitted by William Simpson and Sarah Jeong

MEMBER NEWS:

Sara Tompson, Science & Engineering Team Leader in the 
University of Southern California Libraries, was recently 
elected Vice President of the Library Faculty Congress by 
her peers.

Irwin Weintraub announces that he's the author of a new 
book titled Jews in American Agriculture: An Annotated 
Bibliography (McFarland, 2007).

John J. Meier has been appointed to assistant librarian 
in the Physical and Mathematical Sciences Library at The 
Pennsylvania State University.

In February 2007, Joe Murphy began as General 
Science Librarian & User Education Coordinator at Yale 
University's Kline Science Library.  

Barbara DeFelice has been named Director of the Digital 
Resources Program at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New 
Hampshire.

Congratulations to Barbara MacAlpine, Science 
Librarian at the Coates Library, Trinity University, who 
has been granted tenure and rank of Associate Professor.
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STS Electronic Communications Update

STS-L Listserv
STS-L is a moderated discussion group, open  to all 
interested persons.  It is sponsored by the Science 
& Technology Section of the Association of College 
and Research Libraries.

STS-L is running on the Sympa software on 
the American Library Association servers.  You 
can subscribe by logging into the web interface: 
<http://lists.ala.org/wws/info/sts-l>.  Moderator: 
Peter Spyers-Duran 

Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship 
(ISTL)
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/istl/
Editor: Andrea Duda

STS Web Page
http://www.acrl.org/sts
Webmaster: Paul St-Pierre

STS Signal on the Web


