
the 1998 STS program and reception. Committee members
are: Daria Carle, Mary Jane Cavallo, Laura Galvan-Estrada,
Kebede Gessesse, Barry Hartigan, Donna Hudson, and Amy
Prendergast.  For more information about the STS conference
schedule, program, or reception visit the STS homepage:
http://aztec.lib.utk.edu/sts/

P lease jo in  us  in  Washington,  DC for  the upcoming
conference program, discussion groups, and reception.  It has
been a pleasure serving as STS Chair this year.

Allison Level
Science & Technology Division
Library of Congress
Washington, DC 20540-4750
alev@loc.gov
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From the Chair, Allison Level

I  have enjoyed a memorable year as Chair of STS.  The
Section’s officers, council members, and committee members
have worked hard on activities and programs that make a
difference to the 1900 STS members.  Thank you to everyone
for your ongoing work on behalf of the Section.

The 1998 Conference Program Committee Chairs, Linda
Phillips and Lois Pausch, are leading the way for an exciting
program co-sponsored with the University Libraries Section.
They have done a great job, and I heartily thank them.  The
STS/ULS program, “Engineering the Future: A New Look at
Organizational Thinking and Hyper-Learning,” will take place
on Saturday, June 27th from 2-4 p.m.  This year we will also
try something new and link the General Discussion Group
topic to the annual program theme.  Discussion Group Co-
Chairs Patricia Kreitz and Jil l Newby, along with invited
speakers,  wi l l  cont inue the organizat ional  th inking and
learning theme during the Monday morning discussion group.

The National Aquarium with 80 tanks and 1200 creatures
from around the world will be the site for the STS Reception.
Located just off the Mall on 14th Street, the Aquarium is
close to Smithsonian Museums and ALA Hotels. Please join
us “down under” in the basement of the Commerce Building,
for food, drink, and conversation with STS members and STS
conference sponsors.  The reception will be Sunday, June 28
from 6-8 p.m.

This year we have generous support for the reception from
the fol lowing publ ishers and vendors.  At the t ime this
newsletter went to press, pledges of support for the STS
reception and conference program have been received from:

Chemical Abstracts Services
Elsevier Science
Institute of Physics Publishing
Institute for Scientific Information
Martinus Nijhoff
Springer-Verlag
Yankee Book Peddler

Thank you to all the sponsors for your support of STS!

I would also like to thank the entire Conference Program
Planning Committee for their good ideas and hard work on
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STS General Discussion Group

Digital Dissertations was the topic at the STS General
Discuss ion group’s  Midwinter  meet ing.  The two
presenters were Gail McMillan, Director of the Scholarly
Communication Project, University Libraries at Virginia
Tech and Jeff Moyer from University Microfilms, Inc
(UMI).

Gail  McMil lan discussed the electronic theses and
dissertations project (ETD) at Virginia Tech.  This
project, begun four years ago, requires graduate students
to submit theses and dissertations to the library in a
Portable Document Format (PDF) rather than in print.
As of  January 8,  1998, 650 electronic theses and
dissertations had been submitted:  354 with unrestricted
access,  166 access l imi ted to  the V i rg in ia  Tech
community, and 130 without electronic access.

About 75% of the students have given permission to
display their theses or dissertations on the Internet.  Both
faculty and students are expressing concern about
copyright and possible complications with publishing
their thesis or dissertation in other forms in the future.
Students have the option of restricting the display of
the i r  thes is  or  d isser ta t ion to  the V i rg in ia  Tech
community.  More information is available at http://
scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses.

Jeff Moyer presented information about UMI’s Digital
Library Program outlining the issues that need to be
addressed by institutions considering undertaking the
development  of their own digital dissertation project.
Phase I of UMI’s project is to scan dissertations and
convert them to PDF files.  Phase II will be to include
searchable texts and images.  Phase III will convert
dissertat ions and theses into Standard General ized
Markup Language (SGML).

Currently, graduate students may submit documents in
d ig i ta l  or  paper  format .   An author  may request
restrictions to the online access of their dissertation.  The
dissertat ion author retains copyr ight  and receives
royalties from UMI sales. Submitting institutions have
free online access to the dissertations and theses from
thei r  s tudents .   Some of  the issues wi th  d ig i ta l
d isser ta t ions are:   coord inat ing act iv i t ies  among
academic departments, determining acceptable digital
formats, problematic printing or emailing of large PDF
files, internal (local) security, document maintenance,
and external access and control.

Information Supplied by Jill Newby

From the Vice Chair/Chair Elect, Billie Reinhart

We had an excellent Midwinter meeting in wonderful
New Orleans. The brainstorming session at Council 1
led by All ison Level provided thought for new and
innovative projects and meetings. It served as a base for
rev iewing the Sect ion ’s  work  and analyz ing our
organization to determine what changes need to be
made and what new projects should be explored. We
regret that several of our discussion group rooms were
overcrowded. We have asked for larger rooms, but still
manage to have facilities for standing room only at a
few discussion groups each year.

We have a lot of work to do in the next few years,
including updating our Manual found on our WEB site.
I f  you have not  exp lored our  s i te  (h t tp : / /
aztec.lib.utk.edu/sts/), please do so. It is a good way to
discover how STS is organized, learn about conference
events, and find links to our electronic publications.

I would like to thank everyone who volunteered for
committees. By the time this issue is published most of
the committee assignments will have been made. If you
sent a form to me and have not heard, please email me
at b.reinhart@csuohio.edu. I am sure I have received all
the email requests, but paper mail sometimes does not
make its destination.  I may be able to assign a few
more in terns to  commit tees or  I  w i l l  g ive the
information to the next Vice Chair/Chair Elect. New
commit tee appointments begin at  the c lose of  the
Annual  Conference in  Washington in  June 1998.
However, the exception, the 1999 Program Committee
whose tenure began at Midwinter,  is already hard at
work planning the 1999 Program for New Orleans under
the leadership of the Co-Chairs, Laura Greene and
Dawn Talbot.

I am looking forward to meeting many of our new
members and committee appointees in Washington in
June.

Billie Reinhart
University Library RT 110C
Cleveland State University
Cleveland, OH 44115
b.reinhart@csuohio.edu
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Heads of Science & Technology Libraries
Discussion Group

The Heads of Science & Technology Libraries Discussion
Group had a very lively time in New Orleans.  After a six
course Louisiana dinner at Tujaques in the French Quarter and
a brisk walk back to the Hilton for the meeting, we discussed
licensing of electronic publications.   Forty people attended,
and we had presentations by Susan Barclay, Project Manager
for the American Chemical Society’s Electronic Projects, and
Ann Okerson, Associate University Librarian at Yale, followed
by a very spirited discussion.

Barclay stated that ACS is committed to l istening to i ts
customers, and that they haven’t had any complaints about the
products themselves.  She announced a new journal pricing
plan, Option B, which was developed as a result of complaints
that earlier pricing plans were prohibitively expensive.
Information may be found at:
http://pubs.acs.org/journals/price98/planb_explain.html  .

ACS feels that its e-journal licenses have a wide degree of
flexibility, such as the ability to choose titles, rather than
having to purchase a package; articles available as soon as
publishable, which can be as much as 2-11 weeks before they
appear in print; and that both Class C subnet and site licenses
are available.  She also discussed new challenges, such as how
to handle proxy servers; concurrent users; design issues; sales
of individual art icles; cookies; consortia; archiving; and
aggregators.

Okerson observed that licenses are only partly concerned by
copyright and that they have more to do with rules of use and
relationships between users and producers.  Licenses may have
provisions negating copyright. The burgeoning numbers of
licenses cause many problems: the scalability issue; the need
to define users and uses; clarification of the roles of consortia,
subscription agents and aggregators; archiving and the need
for perpetual access; and pricing models.

Licenses are labor-intensive, so scalability is a problem. How
do we handle the surge of licenses produced as more and more
products go e lectronic?  Do subscr ipt ion agents real ly
negotiate the best deal, or can we do better on our own?
Consortia can solve some problems, but some institutions jump
from one consortium to another in order to get the best deal.
With aggregators what will we do with package items that we
don’t want?

Some observations from the general discussion:

 -Licensing won’t go away, although the need for definitions
will change.

 -Although licenses have traditionally been negotiated by both
parties, there seems to be an increase in the “click” type which
leave no room for negotiation.

 -Concern was raised regarding licenses based on a terminal-
by-terminal basis.  Publishers want to maintain a viable
subscription base and so are trying different pricing and use
models to accommodate different types of users.

 -Many pro tes ted l i censes which permi t  ins t i tu t iona l

subscribers to get a publication in print but not in electronic
form, especially when the print indicates that additional data
is present in the electronic version.

 -ACS isn’t in a position to deal with perpetual access yet.
The quest ion was broadened to other publ ishers in the
audience.  Someone from IEEE said that they would negotiate
virtually any feature in their licenses.

-Does any money generated by ACS publications go to support
member services?  No, and no membership money goes to
support publications.  A very small amount of publications'
money may be used to promote the chemical sciences.

 -Nondisclosure statements in licenses were greatly resented
by the audience.  Examples were given of the ambiguity of
nondisclosure; who has the need to know and who doesn’t can
vary considerably and must be negotiated.

-Regarding the Dutch statement on electronic licensing:  the
statement begins with print and seemed uneven in places.  It
also has a level of specificity which is well-intentioned but is
probably undoable.

-A l l  Sc ience L ibrar ians should  take respons ib i l i ty  for
becoming knowledgeable about l icensing and engage in
reviewing them with colleagues and learning the nuances and
style of them.  It is part of the selection process of many titles
and information products.

The meeting ended with suggestions for future meetings:

 -More on licensing; perhaps with commercial publishers.

 -Concept of remote users who seem to be harmed by site
licenses; how distance learning conflicts with licensing.

 -Move toward consensus on our part regarding what we want
to see in products and under what conditions we’re willing to
accept the products.

 -There is currently no standard generic contract.  Maybe some
suggestions regarding the development of a model contract for
electronic products.

 -The importance of first sale and its impact on electronic
products.

 -What new technology do we need to provide?  Hardware,
software, etc.  Digital object identifiers.

Two additional suggestions have been made since the meeting:

-New library construction and its impact on sci/tech collections
and services.   (Lynn Sutton at Wayne State for example)

-How sci/tech libraries are confronting space issues: annexing,
compact shelving, etc.

Anyone hav ing any comments  on these ideas or  o ther
suggestions, please contact Nan Butkovich (njb2@psu.edu or
njb@psulias.psu.edu), Julia Gelfand (jgelfand@uci.edu), or
Bart Lessin (aa3327@wayne.edu).

Information Supplied  by Nan Butkovich












