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librarians use to decide on acquiring
electronic versus print journals? Will
advertising in electronic publications be
a viable supplement to subscription
revenues? Are electronic publications
cost-effective for publishers?  Is there a
role for periodical vendors in the elec-
tronic publication model or will libraries
deal directly with the publishers?  We
look forward to discussing some of these
topics at Midwinter.

Information submitted by Ann Schaffner

Science Databases Discussion
Group

The Science and Technology Databases
Discussion Group met on Sunday morn-
ing from 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.. The topic,
“Traditional Sci-Tech Resources Get a
Facelift with the Web”, was introduced
by two representatives from publishers
who have embraced the World Wide
Web as their delivery mechanism in
order to present a comprehensive collec-
tion of resources within a defined
subject area.

Anthea Gotto from Cambridge Scienti-
fic Abstracts gave a brief overview of
Cambridge’s transition from Gopher to
Web based product.  They are providing
access to their databases using a client’s
Web browser.  By forming collaborations
with other publishers and selecting
related Web sites, they are able to offer
to subscribers a comprehensive, rich
array of information in the environ-
mental sciences. With CSA itself
becoming the provider instead of a third
part online vendor, attractive pricing
options are offered.

Bob Cowen from Engineering Infor-
mation Inc. then demonstrated the
Engineering Village, again a Web based
product.  The EI Village has undergone
considerable changes based on sub-
scriber feedback since its introduction
about a year ago.  The full service
includes access to EI’s engineering
database—COMPENDEX, together
with a spotlight feature which offers
updates by discipline and industry, and
a Tech Alert services which enables one
to customize a search of the last two
months of COMPENDEX along with AP
and Reuters newswires.  Also included
are a standards database, document
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delivery, reference service via Linda Hall Library, an Ask
the Experts option and access to some 13,000 engineering-
related Web sites, all annotated. Identifying and keeping
up with changing URL’s involves 7 staff at EI.  Subscribers
can choose from among these resources in order to reach a
mix that is appropriate for their particular institution.

After these brief overviews we opened the floor for discussion
amongst the 25 attendees. Comments were generally favor-
able from those present who subscribed to either or both of
these services.  A concern which many in the room talked
about was the problem of providing  access to licensed
products such as these remotely.  Most access  authorization
today is via tabled machine IP address. While campus
authorization systems are being developed which will
overcome this problem, it seems we are in a “work around”
situation at this time.

The area of preprints was raised as a difficult area to track
and both publishers agreed that at this time, without any
available standards to work with, they have left these
publications aside.  Electronic journals, however, are
beginning to be included in the databases.

Students today have come to expect these graphical user
interfaces, like the Web, trained by their video game
experience.

The future of information providers such as Knight Ridder
and STN was questioned, now that more and more
publishers are developing their own search interfaces for
their databases. Both publishers representatives agreed that
the high costs involved in getting these products up and
running on the Internet have been risky, but both felt this
was the only way to go to remain viable for the foreseeable
future with the unprecedented explosion of the Web.

A question for both publisher representatives concerned
network traffic.  Both EI and CSA said that current traffic
in the U.S. has not strained their current resources, although
outside the U.S. this is not necessarily the case.

Information supplied by Ann Eagan & Dawn Talbot

Committee on the Comparison of Science &
Technology Libraries

The third survey spreadsheet was discussed.  There is not
as much data in this edition of the survey and the collection
was done differently.  However, there are some areas of
comparison with the fourth survey.  Some analysis can be
completed and the information placed on the web site.  The
committee Web site was discussed.  Basic format, text and
tables from a test site were reviewed.  The committee decided
to continue building the site with additional sets of data
based on types of library (stand alone, subject branch, etc.).
In addition, the committee agreed that specialized sets could
be useful. These include CIC libraries and land grant insti-
tutions. To insure anonymity, composite data with ranges
and means will be used rather than actual, reported data.

The format of the upcoming fifth survey was discussed.
Individuals who attend the Heads of Science Libraries and
General Discussion Groups will be asked to complete a short
survey concerning information they think should be included
on the next survey.  The discussion of the fifth survey will
continue after this input has been received.

Information supplied by Bonnie Osif

Continuing Education Committee

The committee discussed the results from the STS
Continuing Education Survey conducted this spring.  This
survey was designed to learn more about the continuing
education needs and priorities of STS membership.  A
summary of results will be submitted to STS-L after the
Annual Conference.  The committee also discussed progress
with the resource person/mentor program.  Kathy Whitley
will investigate whether the list of volunteers can be
mounted on the WNW with restricted access by passwording
or other means.  Discussion then turned to other activities.
Several members volunteered to research established con-
tinuing education programs in the library community.  They
will share their findings at the next meeting and present
ideas on how we might share this information with
librarians.

Information supplied by Susan Norrisey

Legislation Committee

Members of the committee attended several information
update meetings to gather information. These sessions were
provided by the Government Documents Round Table and
the ALA Washington Office.

The major topic of discussion for government information
providers is the rewriting of Title 44 of the U.S. Code. This
concerns Congressional plans to have most government
information distributed electronically in the future. The
Government Printing Office has developed a plan for a
transition to an electronics distribution system over a five
year period.  The Senate will be accepting testimony on the
subject from the GPO, as well as ALA, GODORT, and other
interested parties.

The committee discussed its distribution of information
summaries from ALAWON (ALA Washington Office
Newsletter) and the mailing list GOVDOC-L to STS-L.
There has been enough positive feedback to keep up the
program until the ALA Mid-Winter 1997 meeting.

The committee discussed its schedule of meetings for the
mid-winter and annual conferences.  Since the committee
has not needed its second meeting time for several
conferences it was decided to relinquish the second meeting
time.  The first time slot (usually 8 p.m. on Saturday night)
will be kept because it fits in better with the work of the
committee.

Information supplied by Richard Llewellyn






