
Biblio-Notes 

http://literaturesinenglish.pbwiki.com/
http://www.acrl.ala.org/lesblog/


redundancy, and bring it more closely in line 

mailto:emp@uoregon.edu
mailto:hartsea@muohio.edu
mailto:gravier@ucsc.edu
mailto:vanvuums@jmu.edu
mailto:fayec@u.washington.edu


activities, which is both great fun and good 
leadership training.   
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arrived at the University of Chicago Library 
in 2005 as a Reference and Instruction 
Librarian in the Special Collections 
Research Center (the remaining 85% of my 
“portfolio”). As most positions in a special 
collections library, mine requires me to be a 
generalist, able to provide reference and 
instruct classes on a wide variety of topics.  
 
But shortly after my arrival I saw an 
opportunity to create a very particular role, 
making use of my subject expertise – 
contemporary poetry and poetics. Within the 
previous several years, new programs and 
interests had developed on the University of 
Chicago campus. The Program in Poetry and 
Poetics (an interdisciplinary program) and 
the Creative Writing Program, for instance, 
are both new initiatives for the university. 
 
The library seized on this opportunity to 
serve these new constituencies. I now 
perform specialized reference, outreach, and 
instruction for a focused user group; 
uniquely specific collection development 
duties; and outreach to non-university 
communities. 
 
I’ve collaborated with faculty in both 
English and creative writing to integrate 
modern poetry manuscripts into their 
teaching. Classes on modernists such as 
Wallace Stevens (drawing on the records of 
Poetry Magazine) and creative writing 
classes that look at successive manuscript 
drafts of poems have been especially fruitful 
and exciting for students.    
 
In this part-time bibliographer role I’ve 
initiated an effort to collect manuscript and 
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LES Bibliography 
 
The LES Bibliography: Studies of Interest 
for Literatures in English Librarians has 
now moved to the LES Wiki after being 
hosted at Central Michigan State University 
for several years. The new URL is: 
 
http://literaturesinenglish.pbwiki.com/LES+
Bibliography 
 
Members of the Publications Committee 
welcome contributions of citations. 
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chatting through e-mails.  Another limitation 
is the ability to present information.  The 
other field trip involved a visit to 
“Rachelville,” an area devoted to children’s 
literature.  Though the Secret Garden part of 
the area was beautiful, the area mostly 
consisted of links to Web sites, some 
audiovisual clips, and pictures.   It was a 
slightly more interactive library research 
guide.  It was an interesting way to present 
the information, but in the end you were still 
just clicking on links. 
 
Though I don’t see myself building a literary 
world in Second Life anytime soon (for the 
record, if I did, I would definitely want to 
create a virtual Pemberley), I appreciated the 
chance to learn more about the education 
projects taking place.  As a librarian, I think 
it’s very important to keep up with new 
trends in education.  You never know when 
a professor may want you to take students 
on a tour of Dante’s Inferno or Alice in 
Wonderland (both real areas in Second 
Life).   If you want to learn more, the 
following two links may be helpful: 
Stepping into Virtual Worlds: 
http://www.steppingintovirtualworlds.org/
Literature Alive: 
http://literaturealive.wikispaces.com/  
 
Arianne Hartsell-Gundy 
Humanities Librarian 
Miami University (Ohio) 
Email: hartsea@muohio.edu  
 
Coming Soon…. 
 
Look for an extended online version of 
Biblio-Notes on the LES Web site in the 
near future! 
 
Contributions welcome.  The editor 
especially encourages those who may not be 
able to travel to ALA meetings to contribute 
descriptions of new books of interest, essays 

on “My Life as a Humanities Librarian,” 
“My Favorite Reference Tool” and 
“Personal and Institutional News.”  
Deadlines for copy are roughly the end of 
September and the end of March of each 
year.  Please contact the editor for the exact 
deadlines of specific issues.   
Biblio-Notes  (ISSN 1076-8947) is 
published twice a year by the Literatures in 
English Section of the Association of 
College & Research Libraries, a division of 
the American Library Association; 50 East 
Huron St., Chicago IL, 60611; (800) 545-
2433 ext. 2523; www.acrl.org.  Copies are 
free to members.   
 
Editor: Laura Taddeo  
University at Buffalo 
(716) 645-2814 ext. 238 
ltaddeo@buffalo.edu
 
Chair, 2008-2009: Karen Munro 
University of Oregon 
(503) 412-3673 
kmunro@uoregon.edu  
  
Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Angela Courtney 
Indiana University 
(812) 855-1891 
ancourtn@indiana.edu  
 
LES Web site: www.ala.org/acrl/les  
 
LES-L (section list) 
To subscribe, go to 
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/aboutacrl/acrlsec
tions/literaturesineng/leslistserv.cfm
 
LES WIKI 
http://literaturesinenglish.pbwiki.com
 
LES BLOG  http://www.acrl.ala.org/lesblog/
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