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Notes from the Chair: 
 

Much Ado About Reading? 
 
     I recently moved across the country from 
Washington state to the D.C. Metro area, some 







offered to help you keep pace with the latest 
library 
research and techniques. Poster sessions and 
round tables provide additional opportunities to 
exchange ideas and discuss hot topics.  
     Register by February 7, 2005, and save more 
than 20% on your conference 
registration. Group discounts are also available 
for institutions that register ten or more 
employees. For a complete program details, 
registration and hotel reservations or to 
customize a conference 
schedule and sign up for a tour, visit 
www.acrl.org/minneapolis6 8 4 - 1 1 . 2 5 *  K e y n e n c  L u n c  2 o n :  " W o m r a m  i  M y e  p r y "
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be more confusing than helpful, as Barbara’s 
examples will show.  The use of jargon, 
inconsistencies in format, and the questionable 
need for users to know the name of the 
product’s vendor (which can and does vary 
between libraries) were some of the points of 
concern. 
     One of the other issues discussed was that 
of who is teaching citation style to students, 
and how.  Librarians may touch on citation 
style during library instruction sessions, but 
more typically we see the students individually 
at the reference desk, as they are (often 
frantically) finishing their research.  Many 
faculty we work with admit that they also do 
not teach citation style.  If the MLA Handbook 
is meant to be a stand-alone guide for 
students, it appears that many of the students 
we see are unable to use it without further 
consultation and instruction.  A surprising point 
that many of us discovered we have in common 
is that we end up showing students how to cite 
the online source (for example, a journal 
article), as if they had looked at the print 
version, in order to avoid the cumbersome 
process of creating a citation for the electronic 
version.  This is admittedly a stopgap measure, 
and as students become less familiar with print 
sources due to the plethora of online materials, 
even this “translation” exercise will become 
unfeasible.  One suggestion that arose was the 
creation of guides, perhaps as web pages, 
which could be used by specific audiences:  
faculty could use as teaching (and self-training) 
aids, librarians could use as examples, and 
students could incorporate the information into 
their citation-creation process. 
     Barbara mentioned that you would be 
interested in setting up focus groups of 
librarians, and we would be pleased to assist in 
that endeavor; we can provide a list of 
interested discussion group members, and we 
can also provide names of faculty and students 
should you want to set up sessions with those 
groups.   
      We do appreciate all the effort that goes 
into each edition of the MLA Handbook, and we 
look forward to working with you to make this 
resource even more effective.  Please feel free 
to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Helene C. Williams 
Chair, Literary Reference Discussion Group  

Literatures in English Section 
Association of College and Research Libraries 
American Library Association 
 
Cc: Steven Harris, Chair, Literatures in English 
Section 
 

 
ACRL Board of Directors to Vote 
on Dues Increase 
 
     At the June 2004 Annual Meeting, the 
ACRL Board of Directors passed a resolution, 
at the recommendation of Budget and Finance 
Committee, to consider a dues increase for 
certain categories of ACRL membership. 
     A variety of factors contributed to the 
development of the resolution, including the 
following:   
 
– Although the “cost of doing business” has 

risen steadily over the past 15 years, ACRL 
has not raised member dues since 1991.  
Therefore, the dues revenue collected 
from each member has failed to keep 
pace with natural increases in operating 
expenses due to inflation.   

 
– Advertising revenue from ACRL 

publications has decreased over the past 
few years and is not projected to rebound 
in the foreseeable future. Advertising 
revenue helps subsidize many member 
services including programs at the ALA 
Annual Conference, section newsletters, 
and committee activities such as 
standards development, awards, as well 
as recent major initiatives in the areas of 
scholarly communication and information 
literacy. The dues increase will help 
offset the reduction in advertising 
revenue and ensure that important ACRL 
programs and services receive the funding 
they need. 

 
– Development of new programs and 

services that add value to membership 
will require funding.  As outlined in our 
recently adopted strategic plan, in the 
coming years ACRL will be developing 
additional programs and services that 
assist members in the areas of 
technology, delivery of services, 



standards development and 
implementation, issues papers, and local 
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