


W h e r e  d o  y o u  t h i n k  l i b r a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e s e a r c h e r s  i s  h e a d i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  o r
w h e r e  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  i t  t o  g o ?

D e s p i t e  a n  e a r l y  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  t i m e  s l o t ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 5  w a s  e n g a g e d ,  a s k e d
i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  a t t e n d e e s  s t a y e d  a f t e r w a r d s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .
A l s o  d u r i n g  t h e  A L A  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  L E S  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e
n e w  s t a n d i n g  J E D I  ( J u s t i c e ,  E q u i t y ,  D i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  I n c l u s i o n )  C o m m i t t e e  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e
s e c t i o n ’ s  2 0 2 1  A n t i - R a c i s t  A c t i o n  P l a n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  “ i d e n t i f y ,  a d v o c a t e  f o r ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t
a c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  i s s u e s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  e q u i t y ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e l o n g i n g  a n d
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i n  l i t e r a t u r e s  i n  E n g l i s h  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  a n d  L E S ,  i n c l u d i n g :  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t ,
a d v a n c e m e n t ,  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  r e t e n t i o n  o f  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  g r o u p s ;  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  s t r a t e g i e s
f r o m  t h e  s e c t i o n ’ s  A n t i - R a c i s t  A c t i o n  P l a n  a r e  i m p l e m e n t e d ;  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a b o u t  J E D I  w o r k  w i t h i n
t h e  s e c t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  L E S  c o m m i t t e e s ;  a n d  a d v i s i n g  t h e  L E S  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  p r o g r a m m i n g ,
p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  a c t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ”  ( J E D I  C o m m i t t e e  C h a r g e ) .  M e m b e r s h i p  a p p o i n t m e n t s
a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  e a r l y  2 0 2 4 .  M y  t h a n k s  t o  G l e n d a  I n s u a ,  w h o  l e d  t h e
w o r k i n g  g r o u p ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  d r a f t e d  t h e  c h a r g e  f o r  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  c o m m i t t e e .

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  L E S  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  l e d  b y  E r i c  J e i t n e r ,  h a s  b e e n  h a r d  a t  w o r k  o n  a  n e w
L E S  M e m b e r s h i p  H a n d b o o k .  T h e  h a n d b o o k  i s  a  r e s o u r c e  f o r  n e w  L E S  m e m b e r s  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d
o f f e r s  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n .  M o v i n g  f o r w a r d ,  t h e  h a n d b o o k  w i l l  b e
s h a r e d  w i t h  n e w  L E S  m e m b e r s  a n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d  f o r  o n b o a r d i n g  n e w  L E S  o f f i c e r s ,  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r s ,
e d i t o r s ,  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n v e n e r s .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  r e s o u r c e !
I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  L E S  P a s t - C h a i r ,  K r i s t i n a  D e V o e ,  o f f e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  L E S  L e a d e r s h i p  O r i e n t a t i o n .  T o p i c s
i n c l u d e d  s e c t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  h o w  t o  n a v i g a t e  A L A  C o n n e c t ,  a n d  h o w  t o  b e  a n
e f f e c t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r .  T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e m y s t i f y  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  a n d  b o l s t e r
c o n f i d e n c e .  A t t e n d e e s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  w o r t h w h i l e ,  a n d  I  i n t e n d  t o  o f f e r  i t  a g a i n  n e x t  y e a r .
E v e n  a s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  s e r v e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  L E S  p o s i t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t !
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https://connect.ala.org/acrl/viewdocument/2021-05-anti-racist-action-plan-doc?CommunityKey=d2c8e85d-fecd-460c-a96c-5e2b6e1fe71f&tab=librarydocuments
https://connect.ala.org/acrl/viewdocument/les-membership-handbook-june-2023?CommunityKey=d2c8e85d-fecd-460c-a96c-5e2b6e1fe71f&tab=librarydocuments
/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections/les/involved
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b y  J e n n y  D a l e ,  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  H e a d  o f  R e s e a r c h ,  O u t r e a c h ,  a n d 
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https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/instructional-identities-and-information-literacy-3-volume-set
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/managing-crises-academic-library-past-present-and-future
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
/acrl/publications/booksanddigitalresources/booksmonographs/catalog/publications
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
/acrl/publications/publishing
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/b791062c-3515-4046-a752-1d4265488923/summary
https://rbms.info/

