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Too often this year, I have
found myself reflecting on that
ancient curse: may you live in in-
teresting times. Times have indeed
been interesting for our members
this year. As I look back across the
materials on my desk, I see:
Â questions about the

preservation of materials in the
National Library of Education;
Â debates over the future

of the Educational Resources In-
formation Center (ERIC);
Â concern over the degree

to which the federal government
will continue to support the na-
tional infrastructure for the dis-
semination of education informa-
tion represented by the NLE,
ERIC, and the Regional Labs;
(Read Ad Hoc Committee mem-
ber Soraya Magalheas-Willson's
summary of the Committee's work
on page 4.)
Â questions about various

Web sites, e.g., how are resources
being retained on federal sites such
as that of the U. S. Department of
Education, how will resources
developed by the ERIC Clearing-
houses be maintained after De-
cember 31, 2003? (Read Where
Should We Go to Find...? on page
5)

Scott Walter, EBSS Chair

From the Chair
EBSS members led by Kate

Corby assumed an important role
over the past year in helping to
provide input to ALA and ACRL
as the professional community
prepared its response to these is-
sues. Kate's Committee received a
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Ad Hoc Comm. on Access to Gov.
Sponsored Ed. Research responds to
ERIC Clearinghouse Network
"Statement of  Work"

The EBSS Community
watches with concern as the ERIC
Clearinghouses prepare to shut
down.  Many questions linger
about the overall effectiveness of
the newly proposed ERIC system
discussed in the U.S. Department
of Education Statement of Work
(SOW).

In response to this dilemma,
the newly formed EBSS Ad Hoc
Committee on Access to Govern-
ment Sponsored Education Re-
search, chaired by Kate Corby,
pushed hard to engineer a course
of action in response to the SOW
by virtual correspondence.  Other
members include John Collins,
Soraya Magalhaes-Willson, Paula
McMillen, Karen Nordgren,
Venta Silins, Jen Stevens, and
Sharon Weiner.  The plan in-
cluded website access to relevant
ERIC information, preparation of
an ERIC background paper to
educate the community as to the
role of the ERIC Clearinghouses,
an extensive white paper analyz-
ing the ERIC SOW, and provi-
sion of information to key mem-
bers of important ACRL and ALA
offices on the importance of re-
sponding to the SOW.

Due to the hard work of this
committee and its quick response
to the ERIC SOW, the ALA was
able to formulate and submit a
statement of action to U.S. Secre-
tary of Education, Rod Paige on
May 6, 2002.  In addition, the
ALA Washington Office, along
with other concerned Education

Soraya Magalhaes-
Willson

Librarians, was able to meet with
Assistant Secretary Grover
Whitehurst to discuss ALA’s con-
cerns over his draft changes to the
ERIC system.

The  movement continued
at the Annual conference.  A reso-
lution proposed by concerned
members of the Government
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An email request for infor-
mation went out to the ERIC
Clearinghouses, plus affiliated
Clearinghouses asking for infor-
mation about changes regarding
transfer of their information be-
fore the end of the contract year.
Another information request will
be sent shortly.

Thank you to all the ERIC
Clearinghouses that responded.

Responses as of September
14, 2003, follow:

Nothing to Report
• ERIC Clearinghouse on

Disabilities and Gifted Education
• ERIC Clearinghouse on

Educational Management
• ERIC Clearinghouse on

Elementary and Early Childhood
Education

• National Clearinghouse
for Educational Facilities

• ERIC Adjunct Clear-
inghouse on Early Intervention
and Early Childhood Special
Education

Reports
ERIC Clearinghouse on

Adult, Career and Vocational
Education

“..publications and other in-
formation such as links to full-text
resources will be available through
two sites: Center on Education
and Training for Employment at
<http://cete.org> and at the Texas
Center for Adult Literacy and
Learning, <http://www-
tcall.tamu.edu/>.”

ERIC Clearinghouse on As-
sessment and Evaluation

“most of the material from
ericae.net will be migrated to
<http://edresearch.org.>"

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Languages and Linguistics

At <http://www.cal.org/
ericcll>, one will find ERIC Di-
gests, Resource Guides Online,
FAQ’s, a set of Databases and Di-
rectories on topics in English as a
Second Language and foreign lan-
guage acquisition, Language Link,
an online newsletter, archives on
the web, ERIC/CLL News Bulle-
tin, a print publication and ar-
chives on the Web, and links to
major organizations in the fields
of language education and linguis-
tics.  “The Center for Applied Lin-
guistics (CAL) <http://
www.cal.org> will maintain the re-
sources available as of December
2003 on CAL’s web site for as long
as they are relevant.  The extent to
which new resources will be de-
veloped will depend on funding
from other sources as of January
2004.”

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Reading, English and Commu-
nication

Web and paper-based mate-
rials of this Clearinghouse will be
maintained as possible by the
Family Learning Association
(FLA), a not-for-profit educa-
tional organization based in
Bloomington, Indiana. <http://
www.kidscanlearn.com>.  A sepa-
rate website for ERIC information
is being considered.

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Teaching and Teaching Educa-
tion

“…hoping to incorporate
some resources and services into
those of [their] host organization,
the American Association of Col-
leges for Teacher Education
(AACTE).  Specifically, we hope
to gather some of the information
pages from the ERIC Clearing-
house website and move them
onto the AACTE website.  In ad-
dition, it is expected that AACTE
will continue to house some of the
free Clearinghouse materials, such
as digests, infocards and book-
marks, at least for the short term.
AACTE will also continue to sell
the books produced by our Clear-
inghouse, while they are still in
p r i n t . . . C l e a r i n g h o u s e
produced[ed] digests and books
will continue to be available in full
text in the ERIC databases.  How-
ever, such products will cease to
be produced after 2003.”

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Urban Education

“We plan to transfer our pub-
lications and other web site re-
sources to the web site of our host,
the Institute for Urban and Mi-
nority Education (IUME) at
Teachers College, Columbia U.
<http://iume.tc.columbia.edu>.
We will continue to produce pub-
lications and respond to questions
about urban education at
IUME.”

The Adjunct Clearinghouse
on Rural Mathematics Education

“…will continue to exist as
the website of the ACCLAIM
Research Initiative…”  after its
host clearinghouse’s contract ends

the adjunct affiliation will cease.
The site is entirely supported by
the NSF-funded Appalachian
Collaborative Center for Learning,
Assessment, and Instruction in
Mathematics Education.  Contact
information will remain the
same.”  The new URL is <http://
acclaim.coe.ohiou.edu>

The National Center for
Homeless Education (NCHE)
“…is an adjunct clearinghouse to
the ERIC Clearinghouse on Ur-
ban Education.  One of our pri-
mary activities is to make infor-
mation relating to homelessness
and homeless education available
to all requesters.  We maintain an
extensive database of resources
and links to resources.  The data-
base includes documents (or links
to documents) that are in the
ERIC system as well as many other
documents, reports and awareness
materials.  The NCHE website also
provides a wealth of materials on
homeless education: <http://
www.serve.org/nche>.  NCHE
will continue to operate and the
staff is available to provide infor-
mation through requests from our
Helpline (800) 308-2145 or via
email <homeless@serve.org>.”

The National Center for
ESL Literacy Education (NCLE),
an adjunct clearinghouse of the
ERIC Clearinghouse on Lan-
guages and Linguistics, “…will
have their resources available as of
December 2003 maintained at the
Center for Applied Linguistics
<http:/www.cal.org> as long as
they are relevant”.  However, this
adjunct clearinghouse is pursuing
funding through other sources
and as such current plans may
change.

ERIC Clearinghouses Update:
Where Should We Go to Find…?
Soraya Magalhaes-
Willson
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Keep up with your EBSS colleagues by reading this column.
If you have a news item you would like to see included in the next issue, please email it
to Doug Cook, dlcook@ship.edu.

News from EBSS Members

Jeannie Kammerman at the
Consolidated Meeting

Jo Ann Carr and Ilene
Rockman’s article, “Information-
literacy collaboration: A shared
responsibility” was published in
the September 2003 issue of
American Libraries.  The article is
a call for creating K-16 informa-
tion literacy standards.
<carr@education.wisc.edu>

Bee Gallegos, Dennis Isbell,
and
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Committee Highlights, Philadelphia
Complete Committee highlights are available on the EBSS web site.

• Conference Planning

• Communication Studies

• Curriculum Materials

• Distinguished Librarian

• Gerontology

• Higher Education

• Instruction for Educators

• Membership and Orientation

• Nomination

• Psychology/Psychiatry

• Publication and Communi-
cation

• Reference

• Social Work/Social Welfare

Volunteer for a
standing EBSS
Committee by visit-
ing our web site.

Communication Studies
Lisa Romero

Discussion centered on what
the emphasis of the committee
should be. Since the committee is
so new the general consensus was
that the initial project to work on
should be the development/ex-
pansion of the committee’s web
site. The discussion included a
number of ideas regarding what
to include and the decision was
made to attempt to make the site
a useful tool for communications
librarians and others in the com-
munications field.

Curriculum Materials
Trish Lenkowski

Discussion centered on the
revision of the Curriculum Devel-
opment Policy for Curriculum Ma-
terials Centers.   Discussion of bud-
get reductions on materials and
staffing followed.

Gerontology
Mary Jane Brustman

The committee talked about
the discussion group we plan to
sponsor at Midwinter 2004 - San
Diego. It was agreed that the gen-
eral topic would be “Aging in the
Workplace.” Some possible issues
would be ageism, career develop-
ment for older librarians, human
resources issues for older librarians.

Higher Education
Ann Brownson

We are beginning work on a
core list of higher education books
and materials and have developed
categories within that area. Over

the next several months, commit-
tee members will be developing
lists of books, periodicals, organi-
zations, and web sites within
those categories.

Instruction for
Educators
Tasha Cooper

The two articles in progress
were summarized prior to sepa-
rate meetings of each of the article
groups:  Article #1, the purpose
of which is to help faculty in col-
leges of education see that infor-
mation literacy can fit into teacher
preparation and can help colleges
meet NCATE standards.  Article
#2 is intended for librarians (aca-
demic, and to some extent, school)
and unravels the multiple sets of
standards, showing similarities
between some and pointing out
how information literacy stan-
dards complement other sets of
standards.

Membership and
Orientation
Laverna  Saunders &
Helga Visscher

The primary accomplish-
ment of the year was revising the
membership brochure and pro-
ducing a limited number for re-
cruitment at the ACRL Confer-
ence in Charlotte, NC. We sum-
marized the Committee’s mem-
bership activities, including re-
cruitment of non-member listserv
subscribers, New Leader Orienta-
tion, and the EBSS Social.

Psychology/Psychiatry
Maggie Ressel

PsycInfo now has 7 million
cited references, and is rapidly
growing.  PsycArticles is now
available via ScienceDirect, and
they are close to a contract with
Cambridge Scientific Abstracts.
APA has digitized their books be-
ginning with 2000, but are not
sure yet how they will be offered.
The Psychology Librarians’ Web
project is being revitalized.

Publications and
Communications
Doug Cook

We discussed the following:
the EBSS Manual, the EBSS
Listserv Moderator Guidelines
from the Manual, the EBSS Bro-
chure, the decision to move the
EBSS Web site to the new ALA
format/server, and the Newsletter.

Reference Sources and
Services
Roland Person

Major concern of recent
years has been pressing ERIC to
add re-reviewed fields for index-
ing. With ERIC in turmoil, this
remains unresolved. We also dis-
cussed working with ISI on evalu-
ating journals in Education to-
ward adding more titles to their
database.

Social Work/Social
Welfare
Brian Quinn

Discussed recent history and
problems with committee, strate-
gies for getting back on track, and

possible projects to undertake.
Will solicit project ideas via email
and vote on most important to
tackle first. Will assign a liaison to
NASW.

Ad Hoc Access to
Government Sponsored
Education Research
Kate Corby

Discussion included the fol-
lowing topics:  AERA’s Commu-
nication of Research SIG has sug-
gested trying to find a way to con-
tinue to make the gray literature
that ERIC will no longer archive
available. We might want to keep
tabs on what will disappear and
look for ways to continue services.
Other issues regarding ERIC’s re-
vamping were discussed.




