


 
 

 

 
Welcome! 
Thank you for playing a leadership role in your organization and for participating in 
Chapters Council. This Orientation Toolkit is designed to assist you by answering 
questions about the work of Chapters Council, your chapter’s relationship to ACRL, and 
by directing you to helpful resources and services. 
 
Chapters Council is comprised of the leaders of the 44 regional and/or state chapters of 
ACRL. Each chapter may send its Chair (President), Vice-Chair (Vice-President), or an 
appointed delegate to attend Chapters Council meetings, held on Sundays during ALA 
Midwinter and Annual. Chapters Council serves as a conduit for information and 
communication between ACRL national and its chapters, and serves to promote 
membership of ACRL national. The goals of Chapters Council are: 
 

1) to support the goals and initiatives of ACRL national; 
2) to facilitate communication between ACRL members and ACRL leadership; 
3) to encourage and support ACRL chapters goals and initiatives; and 
4) to build membership of ACRL at the national and chapter levels. 

 
Chapters Council also gives us an opportunity to share information about the work and 
governance of our chapters. One way that Chapters Council does this is by holding a 
“Best Practices” session at our meetings. Meeting times and agendas, calls for 
presenters, and invitations to participate in our “dine around” events will be sent prior to 
ALA Midwinter and Annual meetings. Representatives from every chapter are 
encouraged to participate! 
 
 

 



Information for New Chapter Leaders and Key Documents 
Here are a few words of advice to get you started. If you are a new chapter officer, we 
encourage you to: 
 
1) Participate in the ACRL Chapter Leader Online Orientation. 

 
2) Take a few moments to read the following key documents: 

• The ACRL Chapters Council page, which provides officer rosters and links to 
minutes and other resources. 

• The ACRL Chapters Roster page. Make sure your Chapter’s information on this 
page is correct. If not, please notify the ACRL Staff Liaison (see below).  

• ACR



Representatives on Chapters Council include your president and vice president, or a 
delegate who serves on the executive board. If your chapter uses a different 
organizational structure, select a delegate involved in the governance of the chapter. 

 
3) Please review, and contribute to Chapter Topics. Published twice a year, Chapter 

Topics provides a wealth of ideas to consider for your chapter. All chapters are 
asked to submit an update on their activity to Chapter Topics. 

 
4) Each chapter is a little different, so please take some time to confer with other 

chapter leaders to learn how they are structured and inquire about their programs 
and offerings to chapter members. 

 
Key Contacts 
• Lauren Carlton, ACRL Staff Liaison; 312-280-5285; lcarlton@ala.org 
• Kara Malenant, ACRL Interim Executive Director; 312-280-2510; kmalenfant@ala.org 
• Lisa Nickel, ACRL Chapters Council Chair, ltnickel@wmedu 
• Julie Garrison, ACRL President and Board Liaison, julie.garrison@wmich.edu 
 
About Chapters and ACRL 
A chapter provides an opportunity for members to participate in ACRL programs locally 
and provides a framework within which librarians can meet for professional 
development, discussion of professional issues, and social purposes. Chapters 
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