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Committee Members Present 
Sandy Hirsh, Chair 
Debbie Abilock, Member  
Allison M. Escoto, Intern 
Audra L. Caplan, Member (via phone) 
Hong Cheng, Member  
Brian Kenney, Member 
Camille McCutcheon, Member 
Elizabeth Nelson, Member 
Mary Augusta Thomas, Member 
Andrew Wertheimer, Member (via phone) 
 
Publishing Staff and Others Present 
Mary Mackay, ALA Staff Liaison 
Dan Freeman, Director of e-Learning 
Rachel Johnson, ALA Graphics  
Chris Murphy, Publisher of ALA Editions 
Sanhita Sinharoy, Acting Editor, American 
Libraries 
Christopher Keech, ALA Production Services 
Bill Ott, Publisher of Booklist 
Karen Downing, Executive Board Liaison  
Marissa Richardson, Incoming Member 
Anjelica T. Rufus-Barnes, Incoming Intern 
 

Committee Members Absent 
Melissa Ringle, Intern  
 
 

Accomplishments: 

¶ Publishing Department Strategic Plan Approved ʹ The ALA Publishing Committee has worked 

closely with the ALA Publishing department all year to create a new 3-year strategic plan for 

publishing; the existing Publishing strategic plan closed out in June 2017. The ALA Publishing 

Committee had several teleconferences throughout the year (outside of the Annual and 

Midwinter meetings) to review and give feedback on draft strategic planning documents.  At the 

Annual 2017 committee meeting, the ALA Publishing committee approved the new strategic 

plan and advised the ALA Publishing Department to now create meaningful metrics and business 

plans.  The ALA Publishing Department will share these with the Committee at the Midwinter 

2018 meeting.  Additionally, the Publishing department will regularly report on progress being 

made on the strategic plan to the ALA Publishing Committee.  

¶ Carnegie Whitney Grant Subcommittee formed - Elizabeth Nelson will chair this subcommittee 

again. She will be joined by Camille McCutcheon, Marissa Richardson, and Anjelica Rufus-

Barnes. This subcommittee will recommend awardees for the Carnegie-Whitney Awards at the 

Midwinter 2018 meeting. 

 




