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American Library Association (ALA)
Committee on Legislation
Federal Legislative and Public Policy Agenda for 2024

Policymakers must ensure libraries are equipped to safely meet their communities’ needs for
technology access, education and learning, economic recovery and development, research,
health and well-being, and civic engagement. Policies should support the contributions of
libraries of all types, with emphasis on meeting the needs of underserved groups. Advancing
access to information, sustainability, diversity, equity, and inclusion underpin and permeate our
legislative advocacy. We will remain steadfast in our defense of intellectual freedom and library
users’ freedom to read.

ALA’s Committee on Legislation encourages ALA members and library supporters to advocate
on the following library priorities in 2024. ALA will monitor and engage on these and other
federal issues that affect libraries and will join with partners and coalitions to promote strong
and equitable libraries. We urge ALA members and library supporters to sign up as advocates
and use ALA’s advocacy resources to build effective relationships with decisionmakers. We will
work to advance these agenda items before Congress and the Administration.

Funding and Support

Equitable federal funding for library services is essential to ensuring that every community in

America has strong libraries. Key issues for 2024:

Dedicated library programs: Increase and maintain funding for the:
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Institute of Museum and Library Services, including the Library Services and Technology
Act, and in the upcoming reauthorization of the Museum and Library Services Act;
Innovative Approaches to Literacy program and support for school libraries through the
Department of Education;

Library facilities, sustainability, and resilience; and

National library programs, including the Library of Congress, National Library of Medicine,
National Agricultural Library, and the Federal Depository Library Program.

Library-eligible programs: Continue and enhance federal programs for which libraries are
eligible recipients or partners. Recognize and support libraries’ important roles in:
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K-12 and early education, including in reauthorizing the Every Student Succeeds Act;
Higher education, including in reauthorizing the Higher Education Act;

Economic and workforce development, including in reauthorizing the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act; and

Other crucial community services, including through the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Community Development Block Grants, and other applicable programs.



http://www.ala.org/advocacy/federal-resources
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/463208600EB4D89A
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/getting-started
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/library-funding
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/school-libraries
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/workforce
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/workforce



http://www.ala.org/advocacy/broadband
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/net-neutrality
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/copyright
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/e-books
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/gov-info
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/fdlp

