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Thank you for joining us virtually for the Jean E. Coleman Outreach Lecture Series

| am Elizabeth Jean Brumfield, Distance Services Librarian and Head of the NWHC, John B.
Coleman Library of Prairie View A&M University. | am currently chair of the Office for Diversity,
Literacy and Outreach Services Advisory Committee.

The Jean E. Coleman Library Lecture is presented each year during the American Library
Association's Annual Conference.

The namesake, Dr. Jean E. Coleman was the first director of the Office for Literacy and
Outreach Services (OLOS), now the Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services
(ODLOS), which sponsors this event. This lecture series is a fitting tribute to Dr. Coleman’s work
to ensure that all citizens, particularly Native Americans and adult learners, have access to
quality library services. The lecture series continues to teach library professionals more about
their roles in providing equity of access.

The invited lecturer for 2021 is Aaron LaFromboise. She is currently the Director of Library
Services at Medicine Spring Library, the academic library for Blackfeet Community College and
the community library/archives for the Blackfeet Nation. Aaron is the first tribal member to hold



Tribal communities representation is vital to an active and thriving library. Through advocacy on
a national level for educating Tribal librarians, to introducing the importance of Tribal
representation in all libraries, to creating a Tribal library that extends cultural norms of my
Amskapii Piikani community, there are many ways to ensure that Indigenous peoples see a
mirror within the library institutions that serve their communities.

In 2011, during the Tribal College Librarians Institute, | met Omar Poler. At the time
Omar was a library school student at the University of Wisconsin. This was also my first TCLI
and so | really don’t remember a whole lot about it, other than my eyes were opened to what



place where | was completely loved, where my family cared for me, where | was able to return
the favor as my grandparents aged. It was a place where | could get a job to help out a cousin
because her veterinary assistant got hurt. | didn't realize that leaving the wider world, a disgrace
in my own mind, would be the way to open doors to the wider world.

Eventually | got a job at the college library. | observed the librarian alienating students
and community members. | made a pact with the other library technician that we would turn the
image of the library around on campus. We worked so hard to do that. The statistics showed
that our efP8 (0)-0.6 (w)30.d






the ability to make tribal libraries better, the ability to serve Native communities better. There
needs to be representation for the future story keepers, the future community builders, the
future, period.



