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The American Association of School Librarians (AASL) supports the position that a responsive school library
is fully integrated into the educational program so that learners, families, educators, and school librarians
become partners in learning. This integration strengthens the teaching process to ensure learners are active
participants who guide and continually assess their own learning. Open access to a quality school library is
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The LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY endorses the philosophy that the school library is fully integrated
into the district’s educational program and ensures that responsive scheduling for libraries is maintained in all
buildings and at all levels through district-level policies.

The DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION supports the philosophy of responsive scheduling and ensures
appropriate staffing levels so that all educators, including the school librarian, can fulfill their professional
responsibilities.

The PRINCIPAL creates the appropriate climate within the school by understanding and advocating the
benefits of responsive scheduling to the faculty, by monitoring scheduling, and by maintaining appropriate
staffing levels, funding, and joint planning time for classroom educators and school librarians.

The CLASSROOM EDUCATOR and the SCHOOL LIBRARIAN work collaboratively to provide
differentiated and adaptable educational experiences for learners of all abilities. The collaborative lessons meet
curricular requirements and library learning standards through relevant and engaging educational experiences
that promote positive use of instructional time.

The SCHOOL LIBRARY SUPPORT STAFF works to maintain daily operations as overseen by the school
librarian to allow time and flexibility for the school librarian and educators to collaborate to provide learners
with excellent educational experiences.

The PARENTS advocate for a school library that provides learners with access 24/7. They promote the use of
responsive scheduling so their children are able to come to the school library throughout the day to use
information sources, read for pleasure, and collaborate with the school librarian, other learners, and educators.

The LEARNERS stress the need for anytime access to their school library to assist them in completing their
academic pursuits and exploring their personal interests.
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The AASL Scheduling Position Statement Task Force was asked to review the “Position Statement of Flexible
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1 Local educational agency: Local governing body that has the authority to create, implement, and
enforce educational policy.

T Collaboration: Working with a member of the teaching team to plan, implement, and evaluate a
specialized instructional plan (AASL 2018, 274).

1 Co-teaching: Two or more educators working together with learners, sharing the planning,
organization, delivery, and assessment of instruction, as well as physical space (Bacharach, Heck, and
Dahlberg 2010).

1 Responsive: A condition or disposition that enables the school librarian to act quickly and effectively
to meet the curricular needs of educators and learners while also having latitude to provide school
library services that change at point of need (Hale 2018, Hale 2019).

T Responsive scheduling: Classes must be flexibly scheduled to visit the school library on an as-needed
basis to facilitate just-in-time research, training, and use of technology with the guidance of the
librarian, who is the information-search specialist and the teacher who is the subject specialist (Hale
2018, Hale 2019).

1 Open access: Free, unrestricted availability of the school library.
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