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librarians should consider cultural biases and power relations when creating genre-based labels related to
a book’s content, as discussed in the next section.

Labeling Content
School librarians should avoid using prejudicial and identity-based labeling practices.

The ALA’s "Labeling Systems: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights" (2015) makes a
distinction between viewpoint-neutral directional labels that increase learners’ access to information and
support their First Amendment right to read and prejudicial labels, which are based on value judgments
used to warn patrons or limit access to certain materials. A label that describes materials as
“controversial” or warns readers of “mature themes” is an example of a label that contains a value
judgment, since what i103>4.645<09.2w 1 0 0 1 243.365 14 Td [(h3)m 78.8330Td [[(0)-3.]
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based on a learner’s age or grade, since the needs, interests, and readiness levels of two children of the
same age may be vastly different.

It is also important for school policies to recognize the distinctions between a school library’s need to be
accessible to all learners and a classroom library’s more narrowly targeted collection, which may focus on
the needs of a specific age group or instructional goal. Because the school library’s goal is to meet the
needs of its entire community’s information-seeking, curricular, and leisure reading goals, its collection
and labeling practices will necessarily be more inclusive and less restrictive than some classroom
libraries.

Protecting Learner Privacy

School librarians have a responsibility to protect learner privacy and confidentiality when considering
any practice that places a label on the outside of a book or on library shelving.

Labeling and shelving a book with an assigned reading level or an indicator of content on its spine allows
other learners to observe the reading level and reading interests of their peers and should be avoided.
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»|SCLAIME::

The position taken by the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) represents the organization and
cannot be applied to individual members or groups affiliated with the association without their direct
confirmation.
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