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The concept of paratext was defined by Gérard Genette as common elements provided within a 
book (peritext) and elements outside of the book that refer to it (epitext); these elements 
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presenting a typology of the functions of peritext that can be used as a framework for research or 
as a method for teaching critical thinking. The original version of the PLF, which was modified 
as a result of its use in the peritext book club, describes six functions of peritext: 

�x Bibliographic: Elements that uniquely identify a work. Examples include author’s name, 
work’s title, publisher’s name, and publication date. 

�x Promotional: Elements that interface between the work and its potential audience. 
Examples include the dust jacket,
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February 
 

Science Complete discussion of 
art/design book. 
Peritextual analysis of 
science book. 
Intratextual peritext.  

Kramer, Stephen. Hidden Worlds: 
Looking Through a Scientist’s 
Microscope. Houghton Mifflin, 
2001. 

March  Math Complete discussion of 
science book.  
Peritextual analysis of 
math book. 
Navigational peritext. 

Janeczko, Paul B. Top Secret: A 
Handbook of Codes, Ciphers and 
Secret Writing. Candlewick, 2006. 

 

April  
 

Engineering Complete discussion of 
math book.  
Peritextual analysis of 
engineering book. 
Supplemental peritext. 

Latham, Donna. Skyscrapers: 
Investigate Feats of Engineering 
with 25 Projects. Nomad Press, 
2013.  

May 
 

Technology 
 

Complete discussion of 
engineering book. 
Peritextual analysis of 
technology book. 
Documentary peritext. 
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page number, author’s name, index, etc. In the assessment, all these answers were considered 
correct. 

When asked how peritext might affect their opinion of a book, all participants had reasonable 
responses indicating that peritext could influence their opinions by providing information about 
the book that made it seem interesting, credible, or understandable. Only one student answered in 
a way that did not indicate how peritext might change a reader’s opinion of a work and stated 
instead only, “It could change your opinion.” 

The final question on the quiz asked participants how they decide if the facts in a book are 
correct or not. All students responded by pointing out the need to assess the resources a book’s 
author used; two students referred to documentary peritext. One student responded, “You can 
look it up online.” 

Discussion 

Overview 

Overall, we considered the Peritext Book Club to be a success. The participants indicated that 
they enjoyed participating and demonstrated their ability to use peritext to think critically about 
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book club meetings feedback from participants was sought on what name they would give this 
function to make it easier to understand. 

Refine the Framework based on feedback from students. Overall, the framework worked 
well. Students enjoyed the language used to name the functions and were happy to use the 
multisyllabic terminology to which they were being introduced. The students made a point of 
using the terminology with each other, playfully, and in an affected tone that indicated the terms 
had an intellectual sound to them. The one type of peritext, as noted above, that did not work 
well for the students was the bibliographic function. Based on discussion with students, the name 
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