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Thank you for this opportunity to serve the association during times of great change. It 
remains an honor to serve in this capacity and I remain cognizant of the privilege that has 
been entrusted to me in representing the world’s largest library association. I am also 
delighted to represent as the first Dakota President from the Santee Sioux Nation!  

As we work together “In A Good Way,” that means that we are committed to working 
together to support the good of the association while promoting the value of libraries for 
the public good. This is more than a slogan, as it is a call to leave no one behind and I am 
grateful to bring my whole self to this work. As I work alongside colleagues to lead in the 
best way possible, you can always expect me to speak the truth as that is my responsibility 
as an Indigenous Leadreviewing organizational culture, managing change, planning 
celebration and commemoration for our 150

th anniversary in 2026, all while supporting a 
realistic budget for a business plan to optimize operations while growing membership and 
revenues as we move full steam ahead. No small feat for any seasoned leadership team 
and the collaborative work between staff and committee chairs along with our ALA 
Treasurer has been noteworthy over these times of upheaval. We appreciate the collective 
efforts to maintain focus while managing shifting priorities as we move towards a more 
sustainable financial and operational outlook for ALA. Of note, the ALA Presidential budget 
is modest and while there are noteworthy funding requests, many cuts have been made 
across the association to ensure a balanced budget. The executive board also voted to hold 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/presidents-page
https://cindyforlibraries.com/
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The role of ALA President has also shifted during the past few years. While there are 
standard duties for the role of President, there has been a decreased interest in inviting the 
President to speak at state chapter conferences with many choosing to offer keynotes and 
speaking engagements elsewhere. It appears that the year-over-year trend has been to 
move away from the ALA President being considered as the primary voice of the profession 
with many state chapters excluding them from participating at the local level. For those 
following ALA protocols, I am certainly grateful to the four states who have invited me to 
join them, and I appreciated the warm welcome. It is a good thing to support the ALA 
leadership who is supporting the field at this time of great change and uncertainty!   

Managing board relations and prioritizing responsibilities remains another priority as we 
focus on the mounting list of duties and responsibilities that ALA leadership is called to 
address. Matters of adversity against libraries within the political climate and furthered 
attempts at censorship and other acts of negativity continue to surround the profession 
and it is a shame to see this activity continue. With all of that, I say that we hold onto hope 
and reach out to uplift and support one another. I hope that all of our members and library 
workers feel supported by our collective efforts to uphold the field during the ripple effects 
these challenging times, and I wish to remind everyone of ALA resources that are 
accessible on the newly updated website.   

As we support each other and the core values of the field, it remains clear that societal 
pressures and world conflicts continue to create a division among us, and this is the time 
to lean towards each other to seek understanding and stand strong together. It is troubling 
to hear about activity in the nation’s capital where museums and archives are removing 
images of diverse figures and silencing their voices with the goal of creating exhibits that 
will lack that historical context. Leadership is not for the faint of heart and it takes a great 
deal of experience and self-care to navigate these uncertain times for all of us. As a lifelong 
learner, I appreciate the opportunity to analyze the impacts of these factors as we tell the 
stories of both the strength and areas of opportunity that lie ahead for the ALA community. I 
receive emails and social media tags from members and the public with questions, 
feedback, and general requests for information as we see the continual spread of 
misinformation bringing harm to people. We must always take a stand against oppression 
to ensure the optimal health of the community. Libraries and museums should always be 
safe spaces with accurate information and true depictions of life in America. We must 
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“The Future is Overdue” and that remains to be true 25 years later. If we allow oppressive 
tactics to exclude any member from being represented in society, we will move further 
away from our core values and probably need to re-evaluate the mission as well. It hurts 
my heart to consider the repercussions of exclusionary tactics suggesting that diversity is a 
problem in society because those actions do not close the gap. I pause while reflecting 
about this potential activity to exclude anyone in the field of librarianship and leadership as 
well because I truly believed that there was a home for BIPOC members to be seen in the 
field, but it doesn’t look like that support is truly there for everyone across the GLAM sector 
with some library types having to erase any language supporting diversity. As we recognize 
the quiet erasure and bold statements of those who would seek to remove any trace of this 
prior acknowledgement of our strength, we must lean into humanity to uphold the values of 
our libraries and to support each other through these times. Displaying resilience over 
adversity is a strength of mine as a Dakota Woman and I will always remember who I am, 
who my people are, and what we have endured in this country.  It is my sincere hope that 
members ALA will be able to do the same. 

Thank you to Shauntee Burns-Simpson and the amazing team at the DCPL Foundation for 
acknowledging my work as ALA President and I will be forever grateful for the Power the 
Dream Spotlight Award. As I travel the country visiting libraries, I am also grateful to the 
amazing hosts who have welcome me to join them during my We All Belong Library Tour:  

• Director Vickery Bowles, Toronto Public Library 
• The Newberry Library Team 
• The Library of Congress Team 
• Array Studio Little Free Library 
• Director Felton Thomas Jr and the Cleveland Public Library Trustees, Team, and 

Community 
• Austin Public Library Team and Guests 
• Eileen K. Bosch & the Bowling Green State University Team and Guests 
• Nathan Hohl & Johnson County Kansas Public Library Team.     

Executive Board Duties  

A special note of thanks to Sheryl Reyes, Adrian Stratton, Tami Blair and Leslie Burger for all 
of their support and we appreciate their assistance.  

• President and ALA Executive Director Meetings: Mondays  
• President and PPA Washington Office Briefing Meetings: Bi-weekly Wednesdays  
• ALA Executive Committee Meetings:  7/9, 8/6, 9/3, 10/1, 11/6 
• ALA Executive Board Meetings: 7/9,  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.facebook.com/dcplfoundation/&ved=2ahUKEwjVoaK36-mJAxUjlYkEHXlEBJYQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2FW14Bwc78ErmmRDBilgre
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/&ved=2ahUKEwi77tjq7-mJAxUXj4kEHd5iKikQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0hjyDjun5MHqVckkV3oJ6j
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.newberry.org/&ved=2ahUKEwiHx6Dh7-mJAxVrlIkEHT_NCecQFnoECE4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2cEj1JFXmqn8SX5fM9t-_y
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.loc.gov/&ved=2ahUKEwjalf3X7-mJAxXTlYkEHW11D38QFnoECBsQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1qwWA1c9Yl7g3gaeEHDNPk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://littlefreelibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/ava-duvernay-array-host-little-free-library-ribbon-cutting-media-advisory.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjV_MLH7-mJAxVsjYkEHUKGO4UQFnoECBoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2EZ_vr-gwa7lL0aRZSq_qq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://cpl.org/&ved=2ahUKEwiY28K77-mJAxXUmYkEHc7JPIQQFnoECCoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2Y4U7rFcYMPjALuwuD_b9t
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=http://library.austintexas.gov/&ved=2ahUKEwjU3PuM7-mJAxWXk4kEHTAsLTIQFnoECCAQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3KF-W36YOckWUKT9Su9_yB
https://www.bgsu.edu/library.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.jocolibrary.org/&ved=2ahUKEwjhsrT_7umJAxV1mYkEHUT7LxsQFnoECCIQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2sfEvR_vnxisJIsNoe8ZMd
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/ppa&ved=2ahUKEwjPqbr90LuJAxUXmokEHVHdHJcQFnoECCEQAQ&usg=AOvVaw35mHoomxIUP-WOyqFMzzAn
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/officers/committees
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/officers&ved=2ahUKEwi94NTg0LuJAxWDkYkEHXcrLV0QFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Utx8iAtqZ5_epVXPxHmW2


https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/officers&ved=2ahUKEwiCh6rY0LuJAxVJjokEHap9B9gQFnoECBkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Utx8iAtqZ5_epVXPxHmW2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/council&ved=2ahUKEwiIybfH0LuJAxUPjokEHYtYNowQFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3N_E9pcULVqap1zmuxW5QU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2024/01/american-library-association-launches-national-search-executive-director&ved=2ahUKEwj2y_OO0LuJAxUBnokEHaiJKZcQFnoECBEQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2VJFVNDusv8utFi23hXdAk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://ailanet.org/&ved=2ahUKEwiv6c6g0LuJAxXFC3kGHSGIBr8QFnoECAsQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2swTW_F5jOHHCa71zYtK6g
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.ala.org/news/2024/02/ala-launches-campaign-it-nears-its-150th-anniversary&ved=2ahUKEwj3ve6q0LuJAxWzg4kEHRU6JT8QFnoECEwQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2F5rhynmDnCSAV1gZagIQ6
https://www.imsearch.com/open-searches/american-library-association/executive-director
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.loc.gov/events/2024-national-book-festival/&ved=2ahUKEwibyZTXwNeJAxWZJUQIHeJyFfcQFnoECBsQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1H8R7ArqsFtCCYW5ssATFT
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25. Flair Symposium, Pen America Panel, Austin, TX, November 2024 
26. Bowling Green State University Library Tour/Presentation, November 2024 
27. Johnson County KS Public Library Tour/Presentation, November 2024 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.hrc.utexas.edu/flair-symposium/pdf/2024-Flair-Symposium-Program.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjzhuax7emJAxXoCnkGHU9fEFMQFnoECBUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0kzQpQxSK6Ljb-jEUQ0OQ-
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.bgsu.edu/library.html&ved=2ahUKEwieqLzc8OmJAxVnq4kEHWINLxYQFnoECD0QAQ&usg=AOvVaw0GfTk8EHsQ1Vfx3wi8N8Hf
https://www.jocolibrary.org/
https://www.atalm.org/event/atalm2024/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2024/07/24/a-good-way-for-ala/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n76CadVK68s
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/fcc-enables-libraries-schools-to-use-e-rate-funding-for-wi-fi-hotspots
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.c-span.org/video/%3Fc5130088/user-clip-ala-president-cindy-hohl-remarks-2024-national-book-festival-event&ved=2ahUKEwj5zO_jxruJAxUthYkEHfCGE3IQtwJ6BAgMEAI&usg=AOvVaw0P6p9HoGPKr0rCaBvkrS93
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2024/08/internet-go-programs-get-boost/398719/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2024/09/03/we-all-belong/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.npr.org/2024/09/27/nx-s1-5114238/why-book-bans-have-been-so-hard-to-stop&ved=2ahUKEwiGoMHew9eJAxVqHEQIHbE4HQcQFnoECBsQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3NeEBjboshqGOC3e906-MV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.bibliocracyradio.org/episodes/ttnrwcf3w9t7reh-wxmnj-lc6zh-a38sg-kt8xz-g3p77-4rblf-f94r7-ntcwn-9kry9-jzsea-8bpcw-5hjmb-aam2z-esht8-gcxf9-y886l-xfx5t-hkbpb-t2fj5-h8prk-d22pb-2zlhd-apf3r-bxmms-bh3aw&ved=2ahUKEwjbhuaz5emJAxXlrYkEHRtOKHEQFnoECA4QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2YBEg8MrI1014v8TFgvRIo
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.projectcensored.org/freed-between-lines-banned-books-special/&ved=2ahUKEwj-ppbT5emJAxXVlokEHYaOIHIQFnoECCEQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3yexwsArSo1XflMZyMA7zt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljWTcPXB-YE
https://dailyyonder.com/healing-amidst-divisions-how-a-small-town-fights-for-its-library/2024/09/16/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/96001-ala-finds-book-challenges-are-slowing-down-in-2024.html
https://x-default-stgec.uplynk.com/ause/slices/4b1/b9cd621bb5cc43d8b6bdc641d1acdca8/4b1d2127dd2842299dd166085d89de4b/4b1d2127dd2842299dd166085d89de4b_e.mp4
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/16/nx-s1-5111692/banned-books-are-returning-to-shelves-in-one-florida-school-district
https://www.instagram.com/esquire/p/DAbl3iWpx_U/?img_index=1
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-write-about-now-67784763/episode/you-wont-believe-what-books-parents-220988996/
https://www.upworthy.com/what-you-should-know-about-banned-books-week-according-to-librarians
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox?projector=1
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/11/1210935817/nprs-book-of-the-day-american-library-association-cindy-hohl
https://www.mellon.org/article/ten-unexpected-things-to-check-out-at-public-libraries
https://www.thehbcuadvocate.com/attacks-on-peoples-stories-are-attacks-on-people-just-ask-a-librarian/
https://www.prweek.com/article/1892920/freedom-read-day-action-american-library-association-brooklyn-public-library-challenging-book-bans
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/book-bans-are-un-american&ved=2ahUKEwiS9ILu8umJAxUihIkEHfeMPW8QFnoECBgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw024QCUkWySNQXv6Vlio0-z
https://www.ala.org/news/2024/08/ala-host-free-webinar-library-workers-about-public-service-loan-forgiveness
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://arla2024annual.sched.com/&ved=2ahUKEwieq4eS6-mJAxXutokEHRX5JSoQFnoECBkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2NnCwiYF9u_c349haegdfh
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2024/11/01/calling-all-nations/
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meet with the public, schedule meeting dates, prepare agendas and facilitate meetings, 
preside over conferences, be available for interviews and public speaking as the official 
spokesperson, plan and implement presidential initiatives, call special meetings, support 
matters pertaining to organizational operations, schedule and participate in 
calls/webinars, 


