
 T h e  C o r e t t a  S c o t t  K i n g -V i r g i n i a  H a m i l t o n  A w a r d  f o r  Lifetime 

Achievement is given in odd years to a practitioner for substantial contributions through active 

engagement with youth using award-w i n n i n g  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d / o r  

y o u n g  a d u l t s  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s / programs. The practitioner may be 

a current or retired public librarian, academic librarian, school librarian (public or private), an 

educator (preK -12 or any level therein, or higher education), or youth literature advocate whose 

vocation, work, volunteer  service, or ongoing promotion of books with and/or on behalf of youth 

is significant and sustained.  The CSK Virginia Hamilton Practitioner recipient must be an 

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n .  

The award pays tribute to the quality and magnitude of Virginia Hamilton’s exemplary 

contributions through her literature and advocacy for children and youth, especially in her 

focus on African American life, history, and consciousness. 

 

S E L E C T I O N  C R I T E R I A  F O R  P R A C T I T I O N E R   

1 .  The nominee must be or have been a practicing youth advocate whose productive 
activities, work, or career engages students in the reading of award-winning African 
American literature for children and young adults. 

2. The nominee has made a significant contribution to champion youth reading and 
engagement with award-winning African American literature. 

3. The jury considers the nominee’s level of dedication to the promotion of reading and 
implementation of various reading and reading related programs, depth of involvement, 
impact of the work, and overall amount of time committed to such service. 

4. Preference is given to the nominee whose service in this area has been significant over a 
period of years, rather than those whose accomplishments, though highly visible, are 
more limited in duration. 

 



 

DEFINITIONS  

1. Practitioner – One actively engaged in the promotion and use of African American 
award literature in his/her service community. 

2. Body of Service/Activities – Career and/or volunteer service that champions reading, 
and the promotion of high quality African American literature. 

3. Practitioner’s Significant Contribution – Personal time and effort over and above that 
normally required, as well as the nominee’s impact on large numbers of youth over time. 

4. Practitioner’s service over a period of years – Service for a minimum of ten years. 


