EnsureStateDigital EquityPlansincludeLibraries

The federal government is making historic investments in advancing digital equity, literacy, and
inclusion for all through the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (11JA). The first step is state
planning—including a public comment periedbefore moving toward plan implementation. If
librariesare not in the state plans,they are unlikely to receivefunding to help ensureall residents
have access to broadband, technology, and skills for full participation in the digital economy.
Altogetherstatesreceivedabout$60million for digitalequity planningwith anadditional$1.44
BILLIOMNllocatedfor implementationof the plansoverthe nextfive years.

Each state is required to post its plan for public comment for at least 30 days and respond to
comments.Getup to speedon keyfederalfundingprogramsHER Echeckto seeif your state’splan
is available for commeriiEREand read on for information on how to make your voice heard.

Actnow
Thisisaoncein-a-generationopportunity to createa digitallyequitablefuture for all. Librariehave

the existing physical space, technological infrastructure, staff expertise, resources, and community

reputation to advance each state’s digital equity goals. Libraries need to speak up and seize the
moment so they are included, supported, and funded through their state’s digital ggaityRead
the plan, advocate, and highlight the work of libraries in your state.

When plans are submitted to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration
(NTIA)Yor ap05 Trr2 (0)-9.v (n)-0.0 Td 71

“libraries” in the document to see when and how libraries are mentioned. Review the references
for anything that can be amplified or clarified and

existingstatewidepartners;describinghe role librariesplayin broadbandadoption,accessdigital
skills, devices, affordability, and workforce upskilling for students; and direct mention and
designation of the State Library as manager for the statewide digital navigator program in public
libraries in the implementation plan priorities.

Inadditionto the overallsearchwhereverpossiblewe alsorecommend:
e Reviewinghe assetinventory, whichincludes:
0 Aninventoryof currentresourcesprogramsandstrategiesthat promote digital
equity for covered populations.
Question:Arethere keylibrary assetghat are missing anghouldbe included?
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0 Aneedsassessmenhat identifiesthe currentbaselineand barrierdo digital
equity, especially those affecting covered populations.
Question:Doesthe assessmerdiccuratelyreflectthe barriersyou seein your
community?

e Reviewinghe Collaborationand StakeholdefEngagemensection.
Question:Arelibrarieslistedascollaboratorsand/or stakeholdersArelibraries’roles
accuratelyreflected?Whatrole couldyour library playif you hadadditionalresources?

e Reviewinghe Implementation Plan.
Question:Are your programs and services included in the plan? What services could be
expandedandwhat programscouldbe developedo supportcoveredpopulationsif your
library had additional resources?

e Encouragingommunity partnersto alsocomment Askthem
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