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antimicrobial resistance and distributed energy resource implementation in a region with deep
ties to fossil fuel production, just to name a few issues tackled by students in the course.

Often, in the workplace, there is an inclination to jump directly to finding solutions before
thoroughly understanding issues and their roots. With systems thinking, the exploration of
problems and the interconnectedness of related issues are the focal points, which can make for
more informed decision-making and better outcomes. In the article “An Introduction to Systems
Thinking for Librarians”, it is posited that systems thinking and seeing the big picture can
prevent siloing and lead to healthier organizations (Peters, 2022).

Map the System is a global competition, supported by the Skoll Centre for Social
Entrepreneurship at the Said Business School, University of Oxford, that encourages students
to use systems thinking concepts and principles to tackle social or environmental issues they
are passionate about, with a focus on understanding vs. solving. Each team submission
includes: 1. a visual systems map; 2. a summary of research findings and detailed bibliography;
and 3. a 10-minute verbal presentation followed by Q&A with the judges. The program has run
since 2015, and is open to current and recent graduates of higher educational institutions from






