Pura Belpré Award and Honor Books, 1996 to present



For Youth lllustrator

Medal Winner
Where Wonder Grows, illustrated by Adriana M. Garcia and written by Xelena Gonzéalez (Cinco Puntos
Press/Lee & Low Books Inc.)

Honor Book for youth illustration
The Coquies Still Sing, illustrated by Krystal Quiles and written by Karina Nicole Gonzélez (Roaring Brook
Press/Macmillan Children's Publishing Group)
A Land of Books: Dreams of Young Mexihcah Word Painters, illustrated and written by Duncan Tonatiuh
(Abrams Books for Young Readers/ABRAMS)
Magic: Once Upon a Faraway Land, illustrated and written by Mirelle Ortega (Cameron Kids/Cameron +
Company/ABRAMS)
Phenomenal AOC: The Roots and Rise of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, illustrated by Loris Lora and written by
Anika Aldamuy Denise (HarperCollins Children’s Books/HarperCollins Publishers)
Srta. Quinces, illustrated and written by Kat Fajardo (Graphix/Scholastic Inc.)
Still Dreaming / Seguimos Sofiando, illustrated by Magdalena Mora, written by Claudia Guadalupe
Martinez, and translated by Luis Humberto Crosthwaite (Children’s Book Press/Lee & Low Books Inc.)

For Young Adult Narrative
Medal Winner

Burn Down, Rise Up, written by Vincent Tirado (Sourcebooks Fire/Sourcebooks)

Honor Books for young adult narration
Breathe and Count Back from Ten, written by Natalia Sylvester (Clarion Books/HarperCollins Publishers)
High Spirits, written by Camille Gomera-Tavarez (Arthur A. Levine/Levine Querido)
The Leshiana’s Guide to Catholic School, written by Sonora Reyes (Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins Publishers)

2022 Winners
For Children's Narrative

Medal Winner
The Last Cuentista, by Donna Barba Higuera (Levine Querido)

Honor Books for children's narration
Barefoot Dreams of Petra Luna, written by Alda P. Dobbs (Sourcebooks Young Readers/Sourcebooks Kids)
Child of the Flower-Song People: Luz Jiménez, Daughter of the Nahua, written by Gloria Amescua and
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Kids/Cameron + Company/ABRAMS)
For Young Adult Narrative

Medal Winner
How Moon Fuentez Fell in Love with the Universe, by Raquel Vasquez Gilliland (Simon and Schuster Books



illustrated by Paola Escobar (HarperCollins Children’s Books)
Soldier for Equality: José de la Luz Saenz and the Great War, written and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh
(Abrams Books for Young Readers/ABRAMS)

For illustration

Medal Winner
Dancing Hands: How Teresa Carrefio Played the Piano for President Lincoln, illustrated by Rafael Lopez,
written by Margarita Engle (Atheneum Books for Young Readers/Simon & Schuster)

Honor Books for illustration

Across the Bay, illustrated and written by Carlos Aponte (Penguin Workshop/Penguin Random House) My
Papi Has a Motorcycle, illustrated by Zeke Pefia, written by Isabel Quintero (Kokila/Penguin Random
House)

iVamos! Let’s Go to the Market, illustrated and written by Radl Gonzalez (Versify/Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt)

Members of the 2020 Pura Belpré Award Selection Committee are: Chair Maria X.



Medal Winner
Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar (Nancy Paulsen/Penguin Random House)

Honor Books for narration
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya (Viking/Penguin Random House)The
First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez (Viking/Penguin Random House)

For illustration

Medal Winner
La Princesa and the Pea, illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, written by Susan Middleton Elya (G. P.
Putnam’s Sons/Penguin Random House)

Honor Books for illustration

All Around Us, illustrated by Adriana M. Garcia, written by Xelena Gonzélez (Cinco Puntos)

Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos, illustrated by John Parra, written by Monica Brown (NorthSouth
Books/NordSud Verlag)

Members of the 2018 Pura Belpré Award Selection Committee are: Chair Alicia K. Long, State College of
Florida, Bradenton, Fla.; Emily Rose Aguil6-Pérez, The Pennsylvania State University, State College, Pa.;
Stefanie Isabel Bailey, Las Vegas-












Medal Winner
Grandma's Gift, illustrated and written by Eric Velasquez (Walker/Bloomsbury)

Honor Books for illustration

Fiesta Babies, illustrated Amy Cordova, written by Carmen Tafolla (Tricycle/Crown/Random House)Me,
Frida, illustrated by David Diaz, written by Amy Novesky (Abrams)

Dear Primo: A Letter to My Cousin, illustrated and written by Duncan Tonatiuh (Abrams)

Members of the 2011 Pura Belpré Award Committee: Chair Martha M. Walke, Children’s Literature New
England, South Strafford, VT; Aryanez Crosby,Dekalb County Public Library, Chamblee, GA; Tatiana De La
Tierra, Inglewood Public Library, Long Beach, CA; Floyd Dickman, Ostrander, OH; Sally Miculek, Austin
Public Library, Austin, TX; Alma Ramos-McDermott, Pollard Middle School, Needham, MA; Stan Steiner,
Boise State University Albertsons Library, Boise, ID; and Ruth Tobar, Grand Rapids, MI.

2010 Winners
For narrative

Medal Winner
Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez (Knopf)

Honor Books for narrative
Diego: Bigger Than Life, by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand, illustrated by David Diaz (Marshall Cavendish)
Federico Garcia Lorca, by Georgina Lazaro; illustrated by Enrique S. Moreiro (Lectorum/Scholastic)

For illustration

Medal Winner
Book Fiesta!: Celebrate Children's Day/Book Day; Celebremos El dia de los nifios/El dia de los libros. lllus.by
Rafael Lopez; written by Pat Mora (Rayo/HarperCollins)

Honor Books for illustration

Diego: Bigger Than Life. Illus. by David Diaz; written by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand (Marshall Cavendish)
My Abuelita. Illus. by Yuyi Morales; written by Tony Johnston (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

Gracias. Thanks. lllus. by John Parra; written by Pat Mora (Lee & Low)

Members of the 2010 Pura Belpré Award Committee: Chair Lucia Gonzalez, Broward County Library,
North Miami Beach, FL; Rebecca Hickman, Alvin Sherman Library-Nova Southeastern University, Boca
Raton, FL; Judi Moreillon, Emily Gray Junior High-Tanque Verde High School, Tucson, AZ; Freda
Mosquera, Broward County Library, Fort Lauderdale, FL; Patricia Montiel Overall, University of Arizona,
Tucson, AZ; Maggie Sepulveda, Houston Public Library, Pearland, TX; Roberto Zapata, San Antonio Public
Library, San Antonio, TX.

2009 Winners
For narrative

Medal Winner
The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba's Struggle for Freedom by Margarita Engle. (Henry Holt)



Honor Books for narrative

Just In Case by Yuyi Morales (Roaring Brook/Neal Porter)

Reaching Out by Francisco Jiménez (Houghton Mifflin Company)

The Storyteller’s Candle / La velita de los cuentos, by Lucia Gonzalez illustrated by






Honor Books for narrative
Cuba 15. By Nancy Osa. (Delacorte Press, 2003)
My Diary from Here to There/Mi Diario de Aqui Hasta Alld. Amada Irma Pérez. (Children's Book Press)

For Illustration

Medal Winner
Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book By Yuyi Morales. (Chronicle Books, 2003)

Honor Books for illustration

First Day in Grapes. Robert Casilla, Illustrator. Written by L. King Pérez. (Lee & Low Books, Inc., 2002)
The Pot That Juan Built. David Diaz, lllustrator. Written by Nancy Andrews-Goebel. (Lee & Low Books,
Inc., 2002)

Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez. Yuyi Morales, Illustrator. Written by Kathleen

Krull. (Harcourt, Inc., 2003)

Members of the 2004 Pura Belpré Award Committee: Chair Chair: Rose Violet Trevifio, Houston Public
Library; llene Abramson, Los Angeles Public Library; Salvador Avila, Las Vegas - Clark County (NV) Library
District; Roslyn Beitler, Barrett Elementary School, Arlington, VA; Linda Caycedo, The New York Public
Library; Ana-Elba Pavon, San Francisco Public Library; and Tammy Pineda, Hennepin County Library,
Minnetonka, MN.

2002 Winners
For Narrative

Medal Winner
Esperanza Rising By Pam Munoz Ryan. (Scholastic Press, 2000)

Honor Books for narrative

Breaking Through. By Francisco Jiménez. (Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001)

Iguanas in the Snow. By Francisco X. Alarcén. lllustrated by Maya Christina Gonzalez. (Children's Book
Press)

For Illustration

Medal Winner
Chato and the Party Animals By Susan Guevara, lllustrator.



For narrative

Medal Winner
Under the Royal Palms: A Childhood in Cuba. By Alma Flor Ada. (Atheneum Books, 1998).

Honor Books for narrative

From the Bellybutton of the Moon and Other Summer Poems/ Del Ombligo de la Luna y Otro Poemas de
Verano. By Francisco X. Alarcén. Illustrated by Maya Christina Gonzalez. (Children's Book Press, 1998).
Laughing out Loud, | Fly: Poems in English and Spanish. By Juan Felipe Herrera. lllustrated by KarenBarbour.
(HarperCollins, 1998).

For lllustration

Medal Winner
Magic Windows. By Carmen Lomas Gakza] {Thildren's Book



1996 Winners
For narrative

Medal Winner
An Island Like You: Stories of the Barrio by Judith Ortiz Cofer (Melanie Kroupa / Orchard Books, 1995).

Honor Books for narrative

The Bossy Gallito / El Gallo de Bodas: A Traditional Cuban Folktale, written by Lucia Gonzélez, illustrated|
by Lulu Delacre (Scholastic, 1994).

Baseball in April, and Other Stories by Gary Soto (Harcourt, 1994).
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