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On April 11 and 12, 2014, the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) held 

Causality: School Libraries and Student Success (CLASS), an IMLS-funded national forum. Dr. 

Thomas Cook, one of the most influential methodologists in education research, and a five-

member panel of expert scholars and practitioners led 50 established and emerging school 

library researchers in articulating a national research agenda to investigate causal 

phenomena in school library instruction, resources, and services.  

Research in academic achievement and school librarianship has a strong foundation of over 

25 ÃÏÒÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÉÁÎÓȭ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 

have been explored in relation to student learning and teacher support. The results of these 

studies suggest that complementary research should be conducted to establish a causal 

relationship between the work of effective school librarians and the creation of motivated, 

engaged, and agile learners.   

The goals of this white paper are to: 

1. Capture the rich discussion emanating from the CLASS forum surrounding research 

and causality.  

2. Propose a progression of research methods and projects that will support efforts 

toward theory building, exploratory research, and demonstration research; and 

3. Outline mechanisms by which a community of scholars can be cultivated and 

nurtured toward furthering the research agenda and its activities. 
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established, (after regression analyses to isolate effects of factors such as socioeconomics), 

a strong relationship between elements of school libraries, student access to certified 

school librarians, and the strength and quality of school library programs tren5BT
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entire school with resources beyond the school. CLASS participants discussed the ways 

school librarians either directly or indirectly effect student learning in these various roles 

and inclusive learning space.  The school librarian frequently works with other educators 

including teachers and administrators for example, through instructional or institutional 

planning, co-
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Phase II. Best Practices Testing 

Design and Development Research  Develop new or improved interventions or strategies to 
achieve well-specified learning goals or objectives, including 
making refinements on the basis of small-scale testing in 
single or sequential projects. 

Phase III. Impact Research 

Efficacy Research  
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4ÈÉÓ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÔÉÌÌÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎ ȰÁÒÍÃÈÁÉÒ ÔÈÅÏÒÙȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

context of limited case studies.  
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The development and conduct of a select few small-scale but rigorously designed research 

projects that examine the efficacy of the prioritized best practices is also part of this phase.  

With priorities in hand, AASL will work with researchers to design research studies that 

employ research designs centered on isolated causal mechanisms. These studies may 

employ quasi-experimental designs, such as time-series or matching designs, depending on 

naturally occurring phenomena in the school library landscape.  With a group of small-scale 

yet rigorously designed and executed studies completed, the research agenda will be ready 

to move on to measure large-scale impact. 

Best practices are not useful unless they work in most instructional settings.  Thus, the 
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Goal 3: To outline mechanisms by which a community of scholars can be cultivated and 

nurtured toward furthering the research agenda and its activities.  

A major goal of the CLASS Forum was to create a rich and diverse community of scholars 

focused on rigorous, empirical research in school librarianship. Participants at the Forum 

discussed strategies to sustain communication and relationships established and 

developed at the event.   

Complex problems call for the networked efforts of a community of scholars.  The CLASS 

Forum was a first effort that demands follow-through from participants and leaders in the 

field.  Many participants and panel members at the CLASS forum noted the historical 

significance of this gathering.  As the phases move forward, this event will likely be viewed 

as seminal for the profession and research in the field.   

Dr. Cook, keynote speaker, encouraged participants to identify and pursue the prize of 

greatest interest and concern to the profession.  A resounding consensus of the participants 

was a focus on student learning.  The research established and conducted as a result of the 

CLASS Forum will have implications for all stakeholders concerned with student learning in 

multiple learning spaces.  Ultimately, tomorrow's students will be the beneficiaries as they 

identify and solve the problems and questions of the next century. 
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survey data, 2009-10 v.1b, 2010-11 v.1a, 2011-12 v.1a. Retrieved from 

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/stnfis.asp. 

Weisner, T. S. (Ed.). (2005). Discovering successful pathways in children's development: 

Mixed methods in the study of childhood and family life. Chicago, IL: University of 
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 Sheila Baker, MLIS, NBCT, ABD, Visiting Faculty, Old Dominion 

 Susan Ballard, 
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 Annie Norman, Ed.D., State Librarian, Delaware Division of Libraries 

 Courtney Pentland, M.S. Ed., Lead Teacher/Research Librarian, Omaha Public 

Schools 

 Casey Rawson, PhD Student, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

 Rebecca Reynolds, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Rutgers University 

 Kathy Rosa, Ed.D., Director, ORS, American Library Association 

 Ruth Small, Ph.D., Professor, Syracuse University 

 Daniella Smith, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Univerity of North Texas 

 Jeannie Standal, School Library Consultant, Idaho Commission for Libraries 

 Joette Stefl-Mabry, Ph.D., Associate Professor, University at Albany- SUNY 

 Mega Subramaniam, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, University of Maryland 

 Joyce Valenza, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Rutgers University 

 Sung Un Kim, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, The Catholic University of America 

 Rebecca Hunt, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois Unversity 

 Sylvia K. Norton 

States Represented: 

Alabama 

Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Delaware 

District Of Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

Texas 

Utah 

Virginia 

Washington 
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Degrees Earned by Participants: 

BA/Elementary Education- 1 

BA/MA Communication- 2 

BA/MA Psych- 1 

BA/MeD- 2 

BA/MLIS-10 

BA/MLS- 11 

BS/MeD-1 

BS/MLIS-7 

BS/MLS-5 

BS/MS Education- 1 

BS/MS Sociology- 1 

BS/MSLS-4 

BS-1 

Certificate-Library Leadership-1 

Doctoral Candidate- 8 

Ed.D- 10 

MA/Education- 1 

MA/Elementary Teaching-1 

PhD-26

Position/Total Years Held: 

 

1st Grade Teacher- 4 

1st Grade Teacher/IT Co-coordinator/TA- 2 

5th Grade 
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Director PhD Program-2 

Director, Media Services- 4 

Drama Teacher- 4 

Education & Social Sciences Librarian- 6 

Educator- 36 

Elementary Education Electronic Evidences 

Reviewer- 1 

English Teacher- 8 

Evaluator-1 

Faculty Associate-4 

Faculty-13 

Founding Director- 11 

Fulbright Scholar- 1 

Graduate Assistant-5 

Graduate Consultant-5 

Graduate Library Assistant-1 
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